








  


 


Our Path Reference: SHR-0161        


 


 


Parish:  Oswestry Grid Reference: SJ233296


  


 


Application Details


 


 


Map of Path:


 


Route applied for is shown in RED DASHES


  







Description of Path: 


Path starts at sharp bend in public road near Tan-y-coed SJ22222831 and ends at minor public road just 
south of Rhydycroesau SJ24233071 


From the Rhydycroesau end the unclassified road is metalled until it reaches Tan-y-graig. From here the 
claimed route runs between mature hedge lines and soon follows the outer edge of woodland which is 
growing on a steep incline. The way is easier to follow where over hanging branches shade the route so 
preventing excessive vegetative growth. Fencing on the inside of the woodland edge has greatly reduced 
the useable width. A wicket gate at the beginning of the Ministry of Defence property has recently been 
railed across. However there is no accompanying fencline to prevent access.On reaching the property of 
Coed Cottage newly erected barbed gates stop further progress. These have recently been erected  at 
either end of Coed Cottage property. After this obstruction the claimed route continues as a metalled 
unclassified road which joins the county road near Llansilin.


 


  




Current Recorded Status: 


 


Path is not recorded on the Definitive Map


 


Path is not recorded on the List of Streets.


 


Part of the path is recorded on the List of Streets.


 


 


Status being applied for: Bridleway


  


Notes:


 


Path is thought to be obstructed.
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Our Path Reference: SHR-0161        Grid Reference: SJ233296 
 Path starts at sharp bend in public road near Tan-y-coed SJ22222831 and ends at minor public road just 
south of Rhydycroesau SJ24233071


 


  


Documentary Evidence


 


  


Evidence from Maps:


 


  


OS One Inch Ordnance Survey Maps - One-inch England and Wales




 


Unrecorded route in the early maps is shown as an unmetalled road,unfenced in places. The latest map 
shows the unfenced sections as a path or track.


  


Ordnance Survey Maps - 25 inch England and Wales


 


Gives areas for parts of the unrecorded route.


  


Bartholomew's Half Inch to the Mile Maps of England and Wales


 


Depicted as an inferior road,not recommended to cyclists in 1902. In 1941 it is recorded as other roads 
rather than a footpath or bridlepath. This map was produced for sale to the travelling and cycling public, 
and the roads were revised by the Cyclists' Touring Club. The application route was shown as an inferior 
road rather than a footpath or bridleway. Cyclists in 1903 had no right to use bridleways. Bicycles were 
classed as carriages by s.85 Local Government Act 1888. A little weight should be given to this document 
as evidence of vehicular status.


  


Primary Evidence:


  


Inland Revenue Valuation Records - Finance (1908-10) Act 1910


 


Both the north and south sections are excluded from valuation.


  


Tithe Records


 


The Tithe Map for this area was drawn up in 1838, thirty years after it had been Inclosed. The route is 
represented in the same manner as other roads which are recognised as public roads today. A nearby road 
marked as 89b is a restricted byway today. The route is clearly defined passing two properties which both 
have small entrances  to the route.The claimed route is separate from the properties and is not depicted as 
belonging to them.


  


Inclosure Records


 


Inclosure Award 1808. In the Township of Pentregaer  Public Carriage Road A runs through the modern 
plantation from Tan-y-graig SW to Tan-y-coed y-gaer (now Coed Cottage) , linking two existing ORPAs. 
Carriage road A is shown enclosed by two solid lines passing and separated from both properties   
ORPA from Rhydycroesau SW through plantation, is shown here as Public Carriage Road D.


  


Handover Maps 1929 Act




 


The Local Government Act caused county councils to take over highway responsibilities from the rural 
district councils on 1st April 1930. Information was supplied by the rural district on maps known as 
handover maps. The showing of a route on a handover map is good evidence that it existed as a highway 
maintainable at the public expense. In 1929 the public highway extended further north than the unclassified 
county road URS U0216/10.


  


List of Streets


 


Both the north and south sections are on the list of streets and are recorded as unclassified county roads.


 


Shows the unclassified county road with its reference number of URS 0216/10


  





List of Streets


Description of unclassified road, Pentre Gwyn Lane, Llansilin


  







Shows the unclassified county road with its reference number URS U0259/10


  





List of Streets


Description of unclassified road, Penydyffryn Lane,Rhydycroesau (Rhydycroesau to the Wood)




  





 


Other Evidence:


  


Rail and Canal Records


 


The unrecorded route is shown as a public highway by the Vyrnwy Aquaduct in 1880 and a bridleway by 
the Liverpool Corporation Water works in 1919. It is recorded as being under the Oswestry District Highway 
Board in 1880 and the Oswestry District Council in 1919.


  


Further Evidence


 


Looking back in 2022 the claimed route is 214 years old. During this time deposition of material has 
accumulated upon its surface masking its original appearance. Evidence of a retaining wall can been seen 
in places on the left hand side when travelling south from Tan-y-graig.


  


Summary and Statement of Reasons:


   


When the Townships of Pentregaer and Cyncynion were inclosed in 1808 the claimed route including both 
sections of unclassified road at either end were made as a 30 foot wide public carriage road.   
In 1880 the deposited plans for the Vyrnwy Aquaduct showed the pipeline in the vicinity and crossing the 
claimed route. This was then referred to as a public highway owned by the Oswestry Highway Board.  
In 1919 the Liverpool Corporation Water Works (DP 660) referred to the claimed route as a bridle road 
owned by the Oswestry Rural Parish Council.


   


List of Evidence Documents


 


, Shropshire Great Outdoors Interactive Map 
List of Streets, Shropshire Council Highways 



, Shropshire Great Outdoors Interactive Map 
List of Streets, Shropshire Council Highways


   


APPENDIX I - Documents and Photos


 


Beginning of route as an unclassified county road near Rhydycroesau. It measures15 feet 5 inches 
between fence lines.


  





  







Clearing in woodland used to park cars. Route continues as a metalled road.


  







Turn off on left, route continues downhill.


  







Turning for Tanygraig Ucha.  Route continues past.


  







Route passes Tanygraig on the right. Route here measures 24 feet between hedge centres.


  







Metalled road ends at gate entrance. Route continues through gateway. Inside gateway route measures 16 
feet.


  


  







Way continues between mature hedges.


  







The way through here measures 21 feet.


  







Fence line has been placed inside the hedge. This has reduced the route's width.


  







Fence on the inside of the old hedge.


  







Wicket gate previously open for users, recently railed across.


  







Newly erected locked gate preventing access past Tan-y-coed y -gaer (Coed Cottage).


  







Entrance to Coed Cottage from the Llansilin end.


  







Unclassified county road leading from Coed Cottage towards its junction with the minor county road leading 
to Llansilin.


  


  







Junction of the unclassified county road (on the left) with the Llansilin to Oswestry road.




OS One Inch Ordnance Survey Maps - One-inch England and Wales


Ordnance Survey one inch, Sheet 137(Outline), 1897


Unrecorded route is shown as an unmetalled road,unfenced in places.


  





Ordnance Survey one inch, Sheet 137 (Hills), 1897


Northern end of unrecorded route


  







Ordnance Survey one inch, Sheet 137 (Hills), 1897


Southern end of unrecorded route


  





Ordnance Survey one inch, Sheet 137(Outline), 1897


  





Key




Ordnance Survey one inch, Sheet 117, 1947


Northern section of unrecorded route


  





Ordnance Survey one inch, Sheet 117, 1947


Southern section


  







Ordnance Survey one inch, Sheet 117, 1947


Key


  





  







Ordnance Survey one inch, Sheet 117, 1960


Southern section


Ordnance Survey one inch, Sheet 117, 1960


Northern section







Ordnance Survey one inch, Sheet 117, 1960


Key. Unrecorded route is presented as under 14 feet of metalling, untarred


  







Ordnance Survey one inch, Sheet 117, 1967 


Southern section





Ordnance Survey one inch, Sheet 117, 1967


Northern section


  







Ordnance Survey one inch, Sheet 117, 1967


Key. Much of the unfenced sections are presented as path and track.


  





Ordnance Survey one inch, Sheet 117, 1967


Key enlarged


  







Ordnance Survey one inch, Sheet 117, 1967


Key enlarged


  







Ordnance Survey Maps - 25 inch England and Wales 


Ordnance Survey 25 inch, Shropshire X1.15 &16, 1875


Shows unrecorded route in the northern section.


  





Ordnance Survey 25 inch, Shropshire X1.15 &16, 1875


Close up. Unrecorded route is numbered 128


  







Ordnance Survey 25 inch, Shropshire X1.15 &16, 1875


Close up of Tan-y-graig route below is numbered 189


 







Ordnance Survey 25 inch, Shropshire XV111.3, Surveyed 1874 Published 1893


Shows southern section


  





Ordnance Survey 25 inch, Shropshire XV111.3, Surveyed 1874 Published 1893


Enlarged view. Today's unclassified county road  is numbered 645, the claimed route is 651


  







Ordnance Survey 25 inch, Denbighshire XL11.15, Surveyed 1874 to 1875 Published 1889


Gives areas for numbers 645 and 651


  





Ordnance Survey 25 inch, Shropshire X1 15&16, 1901


Gives the area for number 176 being 0.362acres


  







Ordnance Survey 25 inch, ShropshireX1 15&16, 1901


Close up of Tan-y-graig !90 has an area of 0.423 acres


  







Bartholomew's Half Inch to the Mile Maps of England and Wales


Bartholomew Half Inch, Sheet 12 Cheshire, 1902


Route is shown as inferior,not to be recommended to cyclists


  





Bartholomew Half Inch, Sheet 12 Cheshire, 1902


Key


  





Bartholomew Half Inch, Sheet 23 North Shropshire, 1941




Claimed route is shown as other roads


  





Bartholomew Half Inch, Sheet 23 North Shropshire, 1941


Key


  







Inland Revenue Valuation Records - Finance (1908-10) Act 1910


 


Finance Act Map, IR132/4/167, 1910


Southern part of route is excluded from valuation. This section is recognised today as URS U00216/10. 
Tan-coed-y-gaer is in hereditament 1136.


  





  







Shows the unclassified road.


  







Finance Act Map, IR132/4/85, 1910


Part of the northern section of the route is excluded from valuation. Today this is recognised as an 
unclassified county road with a reference of URS U0259/10




Interactive Map


The unclassified county road near Rhydycroesau


  





 




Tithe Records


Tithe Map of Cyncynion Township, Ir 30 29 199, 1838


  





Tithe Map of Cyncynion Township, IR 30 29 199, 1838


Close up showing claimed route from Rhydycroseau






Tithe Map of Pentregaer Township, IR 30 29 199, 1838


Shows route leading from Cyncynion in Pentregaer Township


  





  







Tithe Map of Pentregaer Township, IR 30 29 199, 1838


Route passing Tan-coed-y-gaer


  







Close up of route passing Tan-coed-y-gaer.


  





  





Close up of route passing Tan-y-graig




Tithe Map of Pentregaer Township, IR 30 29 199, 1838


Route Marked as 89b. It is shown in exactly the same manner as the claimed unrecorded route.


  





Shropshire Great Outdoors Interactive Map


Route marked as 89b is recognised today as a restricted byway.


  







Shropshire Great Outdoors Interactive Map.Route marked as 89b is recognised today as a restricted 
byway.





Tithe Apportionment Pentregaer, IR 30 29 199, 1838.    89b is described as a public road.




In
cl

os
ur

e 
R

ec
or

ds



E
nc

lo
su

re
 in

 th
e 

M
an

or
 o

f D
up

ar
ts

, Q
E

/1
/2

/2
0,

 1
80

8


P
ub

lic
 C

ar
ria

ge
 R

oa
d 

A 
is

 th
e 

cl
ai

m
ed

 ro
ut

e.








Continuation of Route A.


  







Enclosure in the Manor of Duparts, QE/1/2/20, 1808


Route A


  







Enclosure in the Manor of Duparts, QE/1/2/20, 1808


Public Carriage Road A


  





Enclosure in the Manor of Duparts, QE/1/2/20, 1808




Public Carriage Road A


  







  





Enclosure in the Manor of Duparts, QE/1/2/20, 1808


Description for Public Carriage Road A


  







Description for Public Carriage Road A







Description for Public Carriage Road A


  





Inclosure in the Manor of Duparts, QE/1/2/20, 1808


Township of Cynynion


  







Inclosure in the Manor of Duparts, QE/1/2/20, 1808


Township of Cynynion


Public Carriage Road D continues as Public Carriage Road A in the Township of Pentregaer


  







Township of Cynynion.


  




Description of Public Carriage Road D in the Township of Cynynion.










  





Public Carriage Road D







Description of Public Carriage Road AAAA and DDDs


  




Handover Maps 1929 Act





Handover Map, 1929




  An unscheduled route is shown in yellow extending beyond Tan-y-coed-y-gaer.





List of Streets


 


Shows the unclassified county road with its reference number of URS 0216/10


  







List of Streets


Description of unclassified road, Pentre Gwyn Lane, Llansilin


  







Shows the unclassified county road with its reference number URS U0259/10


  





List of Streets


Description of unclassified road, Penydyffryn Lane,Rhydycroesau (Rhydycroesau to the Wood)


  







Rail and Canal Records


 


Liverpool Corporation Water Works, DP660, 1919


  







Liverpool Corporation Water Works, DP660, 1919


  







Liverpool Corporation Water Works, DP 660, 1919


  







Liverpool Corporation Water Works, DP660, 1919


Book of reference refers to No 6 as House,yard,outbuildings,water course and public footpath at Tan-y-
graig. No 10 is a bridle road, water pipes, water course and public footpath. The Oswestry Rural District 
Council is mentioned  in both as owners or reputed owners.


  







Vyrnwy Aqueduct, DP539, 1880


No 7 Field and Public Highway




  





Vyrnwy Aqueduct, DP 539, 1880


No 8 Field and Public Highway




  





Vyrnwy Aqueduct, DP  539, 1880




  





Vyrnwy Aqueduct, DP 539, 1880




Nos 7 and 8 are recorded as (part of township boundary) and public highway, under the ownership of the 
Oswestry District Highway Board.


  





5   Field and Public Footpath The Oswestry District Highway Board


  







Enlarged plan Vyrnwy Aqueduct, DP539, 1880




Other Evidence


Photograph taken in early spring. Remains of a retaining wall are visible which are hidden from view in the 
summer.


  





Retaining wall seen at another point along the claimed route.


  







Retaining wall seen at another point along the claimed route.


  







A possible build up of debris can be seen sloping from the retaining stones. It is covered with wild garlic and 
a couple of hazel saplings.


  


  







Close up of retaining wall showing quite a definitive edge. Such detail is hidden from view during the 
summer months.


  


APPENDIX II Evidence Documents


   


List of Evidence Documents 
  
List of Streets, Shropshire Council Highways 
Ordnance Survey one inch, Sheet 137(Outline), 1897, National Library of Scotland 
Ordnance Survey one inch, Sheet 137 (Hills), 1897, National Library of Scotland 
Ordnance Survey one inch, Sheet 117, 1947, National Library of Scotland 
Ordnance Survey one inch, Sheet 117, 1960, National Library of Scotland 
Ordnance Survey one inch, Sheet 117, 1967, National Library of Scotland 
Ordnance Survey 25 inch, Shropshire X1.15 &16, 1875, National Library of Scotland 
Ordnance Survey 25 inch, Shropshire XV111.3, Surveyed 1874 Published 1893, National Library of 
Scotland 
Ordnance Survey 25 inch, Denbighshire XL11.15, Surveyed 1874 to 1875 Published 1889, National 
Library of Scotland 
Ordnance Survey 25 inch, Shropshire X1 15&16, 1901, National Library of Scotland 
Bartholomew Half Inch, Sheet 12 Cheshire, 1902, National Library of Scotland 
Bartholomew Half Inch, Sheet 23 North Shropshire, 1941, National Library of Scotland 



Finance Act Map, IR132/4/167, 1910, Evidence Library  
Finance Act Map, IR132/4/85, 1910, Evidence Library 
Interactive Map, Shropshire Great Outdoors 
Tithe Map of Cyncynion Township, Ir 30 29 199, 1838, Lost Ways CD National Archives Kew 
Tithe Map of Pentregaer Township, IR 30 29 199, 1838, Lost Ways CD National Archives Kew 
Shropshire Great Outdoors Interactive Map 
Tithe Apportionment Pentregaer, IR 30 29 199, 1838, Shrewsbury Archives Microfiche 
Enclosure in the Manor of Duparts, QE/1/2/20, 1808, Shrewsbury Archives 
Description of Public Carriage Road AAAA and DDDs 
Handover Map, 1929, CD Lost Ways 
List of Streets, Shropshire Council Highways 
Liverpool Corporation Water Works, DP660, 1919, Shrewsbury Archives 
Vyrnwy Aqueduct, DP539, 1880, Shrewsbury Archives 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