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1 Introduction

This appendix summarises the identification of the cycle network and Core WalkingCXb@sfor
Whitchurch including setting out in detail the network planning and prioritisation stages of the
Shropshire LCWIP as relevantthitchurch.

1.1 WhitchurchContext & Study Area

Whitchurch is the northernmost market town in Shropshire and lies near the boithe€heshire
and Wales. The town dates to Roman times and it is the oldest continuously inhabited town in
Shropshire.

1.1.1 Population

The population ofWhitchurchis 9,710 (ONS, 2015WhitchurciQ a  LJ2 LJdzB.B%imak yénd A &
50.7% female. There isy@ungerage profile inWhitchurchcompared tahe wider county, witHL9%

of people aged over 65 compared to 21% of people in Shropshire as a Wmelaorking age
breakdown is very similar to that of the wider county (62%@,regional levé(61.7%) and nationally
(62.5%)(Figurel-1).
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Aged 0to 15 m Aged 16 to 64 m Aged 65+

Figurel-1: Demographic Profile &ivhitchurchCompared to I8opshire
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1.1.2 Population Density

The majority of the town and surrounding area has relatively low population density, with higher
density being recorded in pockets around the town ce(geeFigurel-2).
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Figurel-2: Population Density around/hitchurch
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1.1.3 Deprivation

Deprivation within Whitchurch is relatively low, with areas to the north of the town having the highest
deprivation in the areaFigure 1-3 indicates that the areas of highest deprivation are located
predominantly on the outskirts of the town to the north.

Deprivation
Deprivation Index 2019 - Decile
0 2 4 6 8 10 ’
2l¢
_dndh - I

Figurel-3: Deprivation Indices arouridhitchurch
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1.1.4 Mode Share; Travel to Work

The mode share for commutiiyomis, 20113hows thatess people work from home in Whitchurch
(5%) whertompared to Shropshire as a whole (8%bich could potentially explain the slightly higher
usage oprivate mobility (67% compared to 66%ata indicates digher mode share for walking to
work (L8% compared tahe county averag€l3%) Figurel-4), likelyreflecingthe compact walkable
nature ofWhitchurch

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

m Work from Home = Train ® Bus, minibus or coacim Driving ® Passenger or taxi Bicycle m On foot m Other

Figurel-4: Commuting Mode Share WhitchurchCompared to Shropshire

More than a quarte29%) ofWhitchurchNS a A RSy 4 a Q 02 Y Y 88%%@ undedBkm dzy R S
and 10% are between-80km Eigurel-5). This indicates that there is potential for modal shift to
active modes fonearly halfof allcommuting journeys.
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Distance Travelled to Work in Whitchurch

B < 2km
2 - 5km
m5-10km
m 10 - 20km
m 20 - 30km
30 - 40km
m 40 - 60km
B > 60km
m Work mainly at or from home

Figurel-5: Commuting Disinces inWhitchurch

1.1.5 Topography

WhitchurclRa (2 6y OSYy thowBverkssurrhuding &ea fiskelafivély flat compared to
the rest of the county. This means that hillinessld bean impediment to people in the area walking
and cyclingn the town centre but it should not cause issues when connecting withex area.
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1.2 Geographical Scope

1'da LISNJ GKS S5SLINIYSY(d F2NJ ¢NIYaLR2NIQa o05F¢0 |
(DfT, 2017)the network planning fawhitchurchhas been carried out within 10km from the town
centre for cycling and 2km for walking which encapsulates the whole of the town and most of its
surrounding area. The area this covers is shoviigarel-6. Note areas outside of the Shropshire
boundary have not been considerneddetail as part of this study.

Ravensmoor
Heath
Wrenbury\‘Hea‘th o
No Man's*Heath /Newtown
Malpas Wrenbuw-cum-Fr/ith/
/Aston
Grindley &r,o‘c')'k ,,,,.-:‘#;-_-;-...,“.—-"' '
...... o (P Lightwood Green
_§Brooklands 3 ‘.:
¢ === Burleydam
Whitchurch o
{ { 5
::‘-, Hanmer Bronington ) e ., e

\ Ightfield ;7

‘.'I Tilstock

: Calverhall
\ O e J Prees Higher
AN Heath
Bettisfield

\ |y : Prees
Northiwoed Quina Brook
Fauls .~
Ternhill
0 5 / 10}#@33 Green . . )
& 1 Contains OS data © Crown copyright (2021)
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Figurel-6: Study area fowWhitchurch

1.3 Report Structure
Following this chapter, thieport has been structured in the following way:

1 Chapter2: Stakeholder Engagement

1 Chapter3: Network Planning for Cycling
1 Chapterd: Network Planning for Walking
1 Chapterb: Prioritisation Results
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As mentioned in the main LCWIP report, stakeholder engagement was fundamental to the
development of the LCWIRs such, engagement was carried out at multiple points throughout its
development ¢ee Sectior of the Main LCWIP report for more detail).

As part of the Evidence Gathering stage (Stage 2), a survey was circulated to key stakeholder groups
in Whitchurch(seeTable2-2 for the full list ofstakeholdeigroups contacted) to capture their views

on networkwide opportunities and constraints for active travEhble2-1 showssome ofthe

feedback that was collectemh thecurrent walking and cyclingrovision in and aroundhitchurch

Using this survey, individual concerns were aggregated to prioritise areas of interest as well as
recommendations.

3.3

3.0
3.0
2.8

3.3

Table2-1: Survey results on the current state of the walking and cycling networks in and &khitetiurch

Once key data and feedbacéchbeen processed from Stagealesktop audit of the area, a local
workshop and a site visit were undertakeMWhitchurchto gain a better understanding of the area

and to identify key barriers to walking and cycling. The local workshop (which was 4iglarch

2022 provided stakeholders with context of the LCWIP development process and helped confirm, as
well as added to, the findings of the desktop audit. The objectives of the workshop were to:

1 Present and gather feedback on the evidence basé/forchurch

1 Seek feedback on the identification of the C&id key walking routes both to and within the
CWZ (se€hapterd)

1 ldentify key opportunities favalking improvements and cycling schemes (see Chapted3
1 Seek feedback on cycle desire lines (see Chapter

A site visit, attendecdby some workshop participants, was held on e March 2022 The
stakeholder input helped to provide detailed insights into the biggest problems residents face when
walking, cycling and using other active modes to travel ar@dmtthurch.

After the worlshop and site visit, a further survey was sent out to those stakeholders that attended
the workshop to capture their feedback on the emerging proposals for the draft cycling network and
CWZ, including town centre improvements and improvements proposeddwwhitchurch The
feedback received helped further refine the route proposals prior to undertaking the prioritisation
processgee Chapteb).
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Stakeholder Group Contacted During Stakeholder Engagement

British Horse Society

Canal & River Trust

NHS Trust

Shropshire Climate Action Partnership
Shropshire Council (Officer)
Sustainable Transpd8hropshire
Sustrans

Ward Councillor Prees

Ward Councillor Wem

Wem Area Climate Forum

Wem Civic Society

Wem Climate Forum

Wem Town Councillor

Whitchurch Mayor

Whitchurch North Ward Councillor
Whitchurch South Ward Councillor
Whitchurch Town CouneiClerk
Whitchurch Town CouneilCouncillor

Wrexham Council (Officer)
Table2-2: Stakeholder groups contacted throug¥hitchurchStakeholder Engagement activities
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3 Network Planning for Cycling

3.1 Existing Cycling Network

2 KA G O Kadzh:h) Ky©lé infrastructure iisjointed, with no comprehensive routes through the
town (seeFigure3-1). There is an almost complete route through tbe/n however this has missing
sectionswvhich need addressing to create a safe, inclusive route.

\

nds

\Whifchunch

Catteralslane

m— Cycleways

Density of Cycle Infrastructure
m / kmA2

| I
.
10'00 20'00 3000 4000 5000

Figure3-1: Cycle infrastructure aroundhitchurch
In order to identify routes and close the existing gaps, a network of preferred routes has been defined
for Whitchurchdrawing on an analysis of the following data:
Trip Origins Points (s&ection3.1.7)
Trip Destination Points (see Sectibh.?)
Accessibility Catchment Analysis (see Se8tibf)
Desire lines for cycle movement (see Se@idry)
Stakeholder Engagement (see SecB8@)
Cycle Route SelectieRoute alignment of cycle routeseg Sectiol.3)

=A =4 =4 4 A -4
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3.1.1 Trip Origin Points

Trip origin points generally consist of residential areas which generate the most travel demand and
therefore present the greatest potential to achieve a shift to active m(iods 2017)As indicated

in Figure3-2, 13 key origin areas have been identif&@dund Whitchurch,which reflect both the
existing resident population density as well as future population density through delivery of allocated
reddential developments identified in tleenergingShropshire Local Plan (204.8038).

3.1.2 Trip Destination Points

Trip destination points constitute common trip generating land uses such as town centres, key
employment areas and other amenities such as ssh@oimmunity and healthcare facilitiei3fT,
2017)

As indicated irFigure3-2, sixkey trip destination areas have beatenmtified within Whitchurch
through consolidation of a variety of data sources including land use, commuting trip origin
destination pairs from the 2011 Census, and local knowledge gained througtsite aundit.

Wmﬁith
012
Aston

Whitchurch Destinations

[ D1 - Whitchurch Town Centre
[ D2 - Whitchuch Hospital

[1 D3 - whitchurch Railway Station
[] D4 - Waymills Industrial Estate

[] D5 - Technology College & Future
Employment

[ D6 - Sandford Industrial Park
Whitchurch Origins

[] 01 - Residential area (E)
[] 02 - Residential area (S)
[] 03 - Residential area (W) Grindiey Erdg; Pt
[] 04 - Residential area (NW) e

[] 05 - Residential area (NE)

[ 06 - Tilstock

[] O7 - Prees Heath & Prees Higher
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[] 08 - Ash Parva, Ightfield &
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[1 09 - Future Housing
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......
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Ash Magna S
08
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'l
Prees Higher

Prees:

0o13

Calverhall

A 4

Fauls
Contains 0S «gta © Crown copyright (2021)

Figure3-2: Trip Origins and Destinations arouwhitchurch
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3.1.3 Accessibility Catchment Analysis
An analysis of the time taken to cycle to key origin points and key destination points from the town

centre was undertaken. This analysis, adatgother evidence (see the LCWIP Main Report, Section

5.1.2) helped inform the identification of desire lines (see Se8tibd). A maximum cycle journey
time of 30 minutes was applied (this is the time it takes the average person to cycle 10km). The
accessibility analysis revealed:

9 1ff 2F 2 KAGOKdzZNOKQa NBiaukeR&I¥ af the tdwn tenti® I & | NB
1 Two railway stations are within a-8inute cyte; Whitchurch is around-&inutes, Prees is
around 30minutesof the town centre
1 Multiple surrounding villages are within the-@nute cycle boundary including Prees Heath,
Redbrook and Preed the town centre
1 The areato the soutbast of the town has less cycling acceSS|b|I|ty as the cycling catchment
R2Say Qi NI Qrictidn as it@desd othgrs (0 K i R
\ . tgerton wreen ‘/av"
Dacklagton Larden Green Stoneley Green o Grez:/ St
Tilston horley
Edge Green Ravensmoor Clannor H¢
Hetherson Green Stapeley Jyoun
h Hampton'Heath Bickles Walghert
; Holtridge Wrenbury
" Hatherton
No Mdmsiileath
Choriton Larfe Wrenbury-cum-Frith
Hunster
Four Lane
Oldcastle Heath
ood Hankelow

yneal

anghit

Wirswall
Audlem

Buerton
Grindley Brook
jl ) Brooklands )
Drunyifane} @ Kinsey Heath
Wh rch =
nan's Green . Whitewell Redbrook Broughal Wilkesley
EglwysiGross]
il Catteralslane
Adderley
Hanmer Bronngton) :
e Alkington
EennisiBank Heathlane i
ghtfield] |:| 10km Buffer

Tilstock

Time Spent Cycling from Town Centre
Distance from centre

[@alverhall

minutes

(Cotonwood P reeslHigheriHeathl

Northwood Quina Brodl

Newtown
\ T R

Ryebank
(

Figure3-3: Cycling Catchment Map frodvhitchurchTown Centre
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Once the origin and destination areas were identified, desire lines, whichlare &K i WI a (K
FEtASaQ ftAySaz gSNB ARSY(ATAS Pdse ge&Main SCVRRERepo S  f
Section 5.1.23howexisting and potential cycling demand between origins and destinations and are

a core component of the cycle route identification process. The desire liwhitchurchare shown

in Figure3-4.

¢tKSaS RS&AANB fAySa FINB WAOGNrAIKG tAySaQ 6KAO
specific cycle routes (whether existing or proposed) at this stage. The purpose of the subsequent
route selection process is torvert these desire lines into potential routést OK RS &ANB f Ay
importance was classified using the following criteria, taking into account both the existing numbers
of cyclists and future projections of cyclists

1 Primary Desire Lin@otental for a high number of peoplaq a general rule greater than
250 people per day but this is relative to the population of the Jai@aycle typically
linking large or higldensity existing or planned residential areas with key destinations

1 Secondary 8sire Line Potential for a moderate number of peopks(a general rule
between approximately 50 and 250 per dayt this is relative to the population of the
areg cycling from existing or planned residential areas, typically connecting to
destinationsncluding education, hospitals and existing or planned employment sites

1 Local Desire Line.ow number of peopleag a general ruleess than approximately 50
people per dayut this is relative to the population of the ajeaycling between local
destinations and to access primary and secondary desire lines

Figure3-4 indicates that there are several key desire lines in the study area:

1 Spokelike desire lines headingtinthe town centre from the north
1 Cross town desire lines link up outer residential and employment areas
1 Longdistance desire lines from surrounding villages

Page |12
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Figure3-4: Cycle Desire Lines
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3.2 Stakeholder Engagement

Alongside the desire line analysis, the route selection process has also been informed by suggestions
from people cycling in the study area to reflect the opportunities and current challenges of cycling
aroundWhitchurch.These suggsions were collected through a local workshop and a site(sest
Chapter2). All suggestions were collated on a virtual platform called Miroboard, a snapsVtatbf

is shown irFigure3-5. Route suggestions by stakeholders were considered in the proposed network,
with evidencebacked suggestions being included in the nekwor

Please pin your scheme suggestions on the map below for cycling improvements
within Whitchurch

i Prry e We need 20 m.p.h for
" Pl Whitchurch
I od now. https:/. i
uk/committee-

' services/mgAi.aspx?|D=10534

~

ot
»

o s Link possible from Worthington Street
— k) $ into Deermoss for better access to
Difficult / 3 ¢ Green End instead of having to use
roundabout B Talbot Street or Station Road both of

junction which are very difficult for Cyclists and
Walkers due to fumes from stationary
traffic.
Smallbrook
Road. Re-alocate
road space to Station Rd
Cycling and walking narrow and

by removing parked
cars.

busy. Alt route
via Talbot St to
be examined

S

Tesco car park
has space for a
protected cycle
lane on SW side if
car spaces
removed

W

This Footpath could be upgraded by
the Council to make a cycle link
from Edgeley Road to Waymills

Industrial Estate. The shortest Cycle

path in the World is at the Industrial

Park End.

Barriers and steep
slopes make it
impossible for

' disabled cyclists

to use Hatton

Way.

Alkington Road. Re-
alocate road space to
Cycling and walking by
removing parked cars.

Alderford

C

cITY SCIENCE

%
%

Figure3-5: Stakeholder scheme suggestions in widénitchurch snapshot taken from Miroboard

3.3 Cycle Route SelectiarRoute Alignment of Cycle Routes

The straight desire lines were then converted into routes that aligned with street networks, using
Google Maps and Open Street Maps and informed by current and potential éytliregdemand.

This included use of Strava Metro and Propensity to Cycleldatmlas well as feedback from the
stakeholder workshop and esite observations of existing infrastructure and road layouts.
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The selection of routesasfurther refined by applying the following LTN 1/20 Core Design Principles
(DfT, 2020yhich, as identified in the Main LCWIP Report, are essential requirements for Shropshire
Council to meet in order to qualify for future active travel grant funding from Active Travel England.

Design Principle Route SelectioRrocess Compliance

Routes have been selected that follow logical routes and are of a consistent r
where possible and practical, which easily connect to key identified destinations.

Routes have been selected that provide thest direct connection, where practic:
Direct between key origins and destinations. This includes the identification of upgras
current routes which do not currently satisfy the main desire lines.

The precise type of route provision is subject toHfertrefinement through the conceg
and detailed design stages of the process. A key focus through the process in thit
Safe has been to establish the need to upgrade routes that currently constitute an ad
cycle lane next to a general traffic lane wall as delivering new routes that a
segregated from general traffic, where achievable in available carriageway space

The precise type of route surfacing is subject to further refinement through the co
and detailed design stages oktprocess. Focus through this LCWIP process has
Comfortable to propose improvements where surface quality has been identified as a proble
to upgrade current sections of the network which involve frequent transitions bety
on and off carriageway facilities.
The precise nature of route attractiveness is subject to further refinement throug
concept and detailed design stages of the process. This LCWIP establishes the
Attractive of routes which complement natural assets (e.g. the waterfrontjgside network wide
improvements, such as wayfinding, that could make cycling a more enjoyable and
free experience.
Table3-1: Summary of Route Selection Process with LTN 1/20 Core Design Principles

Coherent

To support the desired design principles, the cycling improvements proposed (see &dxtioitl
adhere to the general guiding principles containedppendix; Guiding Design Principles

Figure3-6 illustrates the proposed routes across the study area alongside the existing network.
Proposed routes have been categorised depending on the classification of the desire line they
support (se SectiorB8.1.4). Details of the proposed schemes are outlined in the below Se8tbds

to 3.4.3

Route Alignment Uncertainty

It should be noted that due to the strategic nature of LCWIPs, it is not possible to cap
detailed engineering constraints, such as precise carriageway width and the impact of rei
on-street car parking, which may affect the future delivery of new routes. In these cases,
have been identified based on key principles including their alalitiréctly fulfil desire line:
whilst also accounting for higavel constraints which may impinge deliverability such as wid
existing funnel points (e.g. bridgeShis means the precise route alignment detail (e.g. spe
streets) is subject to @mge through any future preliminary and detailed route design proces
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[_] Origin = Primary
[_] Destination Secondary

=== | ocal
»"Grihdrey'Brook

Brooklands

Ash Magna

08

Ightfield

Contains OS data © Crown copyright (2021)

%’éna Br&ob & O%

Figure3-6: Proposed routes in thé/hitchurchSudy Area

Note: categories of routes are based on the desire line they followhaqtriority of their delivery
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3.4.1 Primary

[_] Origin == Primary
] Destination
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Figure3-7: WhitchurchProposedNetwork Plan; Sshemedollowing a Primary Desireline
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W.16

W.17

W.18

W.19

W.20

W.22

Route connecting the town centre (D1) to Station Road &ksagn End

Route connecting the western residential area (O3) to Newtown/Castlehi
along Smallbrook Road/Sherrmill Hill

Route alongrardingtorin the town centre

Route alond@ he Bullringa pedestrianised street

Route alongstdion Roadrom the railway station tthe Bridgewater
Street/Brownlow Street junction

Access into the railway station

CROSS.0 Junction aBridgewater Street/ Green End/ Station Road/ Talbot Street
Table3-2: Details of Proposed Scheme®\vhitchurchFollowing a Primary Desire Line

Cy

CITY SCIENCE
ring decoro atior

delivering decorbonisation

Consider closure to traffic, or asninimum contra flow cycle larse

Investigatehe provision of segregaterycle lanes and no parking on one si
of Smallbrook Road

Investigatehe provision of segregated cycle laagsl double yellovines (no
parking)

Improve integration with active travel network and improve urban form

Limited width for cycle provision, without removing parking. Consider wid
footway on one side into shared path to station.

Reduce widthof vehicle access tibe railwaystation to improvehe
pedestrian environment. Widen footway. Addssing outside station

Enhance crossing and provide mepace for cyclists
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3.4.2 Secondary
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Figure3-8: WhitchurchProposed Network Plan; Schemes FollowiBg@ndarpesire Line
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w.01

W.02

W.03
W.04

W.05

W.06

W.07

W.08

W.09

W.10

Ww.11

W.12

W.13

W.14

Route alongClaypit Streeand Alport Road

Connection from Waymills Industrial Estate (D4) to the southern resident
area (02) using the existing PROW

Route connecting Whitchurch town centre to Prees Heath along Heath F
Raute connecting Prees Hedtih Prees along Whitchurch Road (A49)

Route connecting the villages of Ash Magna, Ash Parva, Ightfield and
Calverhall (O8) to the Whitchurch railway station along Ash Road

Route connecting the norttvestern residential area (04) to the Gtexr Road
(B5395)/Tarporley Road/Bargates roundabout along Tarporley Road

Route connecting the southern residential area (02) to Dodlington along
Alkington Road anB8arkill

Route connecting the western residential area (O3) to Sir John 2&bbool
and future development site (D5) along the B5395 (Dodington and {Set)g

Route througtthe town centre via the bus stati@nd Tesco

Bypass around the town centre aldngndon Road & Brownlow Street

Route alongChester Road between Pear Tree Lane and Bargates rounde
connecting western residential area (O3) to the town centre

Route alond@ridgewater Streetonnectingnto the town centre (D1)

Route along existing pathways/PR®tton WayandWayland Road
connecting southern residential areas (O1 and O2) to the railway station

Route alongchurch Streeand Claypit Street connectihgndon
Road/Brownlow Street to the High Street

Cy

CITY SCIENCE
delivering decarbonisation

Consider widening thimotway on one side for shared path gm@vision of
double yellowines down one side of road

Upgrade the existing efbad path, ensuringo user loses their right of acce
(e.g. equestrians) by surfacing, trimming foliage and providing signage
Provide crossing of A525

Widenexistingfootwayon Heath Roatb shared path
Investigate provision of asff-road shared path

Investigate provision of an afbad shared path

Investigate improvements txisting cycle landsy bringing up to LTN 1/20
standards

Investigate widening footway for shared path on one aitt#or provision of
double yellow lines on one side

Investigateprovision of segregatedycle lanes

Develop safe route through car parks, including reducihiguiar circulation
and access points

Investigate improvements texisting cycle lanes and crossing provision of
London Road as well as side roads

Investigate widening @xisting cycle lanes to be LTN 1/20 compliant and
extend them east to reach the roundabout

Investigate improvements to existing cycle lanes including widening of st
path to bring up to LTN 1/20 standarttaprove footway continuity across
access roads (e.g. Lidl) and revi@assing provision of main carriageway

Upgrade pathways to provide space for cyclists and improve signtdge t
railway station

Investigate provision of@ntra flow cycle lane
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W.15

W.32

W.37
w4l

W.42

W.43

W.44
W.45
W.46

W.47

W.50

CROSS.0!
CROSS.0:
CROSS.0:
CROSS.0¢

Route alongsedgefordB5395between Newport Road and B5476

North-south connection through the western residential area (O3) along -
Firs and existing pathway

Connection between Tilsto¢®6)and Prees HeatfO7) along Tilstock Lane

Route alongVrexham Roagroviding connection from the we@3)towards
the town centre

Connection between Pre¢®13)and Prees statioalong Station Road

Route alongVaymills betweerthe railway station and A525 roundabout
provides connection into future development site (D4)

Access into the hospital site from Claypit Street
Connection along Sedgeford from B5476 junction to the A525 roundabot

Route along Bargates frafigh Streetoundabout to the Chester Road
roundabout

Route alondNewport Roadonnecting eastern residential area (O1) to the
town centre

Route between residential area (O1) adymillsindustrialEstate (D4)yalong
Edgeley Roaand existing PROW

Crossing of Sedgeford along existing PROW and proposed scheme W.0
Crossing of Whitchurch Bypass along Sedgeford

Bridgewater Street crossing near Tesco, heading towards the bus statiot
Claypit Street/ London Road junction

Table3-3: Details of Proposed Scheme®\VhitchurchFollowing aSecondaryesire Line

Cy

CITY SCIENCE
delivering decarbonisation

Investigite widening of existing cycle lanes and other improvements requ
to bring these up to LTN 1/20 standard

Upgradeexisting pattto a fully paved and lit route

Investigate provision of grarallel offroad shared path
Investigateprovision ofight segregatedycle lanes

Investigatgprovision ofa parallel route or offoad path for active travel to
Prees Station

Investigate provision of segregategtle lanes or shared path

Investigateprovision of segregated/cle lanes or shared path
Extend shared path north to connect with W.02

Investigate provision of segregated cycle lanes or widening of footway tc
create a shared path

Investigate convertingxisting on road cycle lanes to a segregated cycle p

Investigate improvements pathway and improved signage

Improve crossing
Improve crossing
Improvecrossing
Improve crossing
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Figure3-9: WhitchurchProposed Network Plan; Schemes FollowihgalDesire Line
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w.21

W.23

W.24
W.25

W.26

W.27
W.28

W.29

W.30

wW.31

W.33

W.34

W.35

W.36

W.38

Connection alongilstockRoad, providing connection into Sir John
¢ I £ GSEhibdDb)

w2dziS | t2y3a SEAaGAY3I twh2 FTNRY
SchoolD5)

Route alongsalisbury Roacbnnectingnto Whitchurch C of E Junior
Academy

Connection between Prees Heath and Prees Higher ld&ath the A41

Connection betweerees Higher Headmd Industrial estate (D&long
the A4l

Connection betweeRrees (O13nd theindustrial estate (D&long
Green Lane

Connection to Tilstodkom Whitchurch along Tilstock Road

Connection from newesidentialestate (09) itb new employmenarea
(D4)

Crossing of Waymills withitaymills Industrial Estate (D4) from existin
employment to new development area

Access into Whitchurch C of E Infant and Nursery Academy from Sta
Road

Route alondQueer@ Road:onnectingresidential area (O5) tBtation
Road

Route through soutlwestern residential area (O2) aloBgech Avenue

Route through western residential area (O3) alBagk Avenue and
connection to Sherrymill Hill including path through Jubilee Park

Route alondgPrees Roabetween theA41lroundabout across the
Whitchurch Bypass junction

Route through northern residential area (O5) linking towards town ce
alongTallot Street

Cy

CITY SCIENCE
delivering decarbonisation

Widen footway into shared path

Improve provision of path

Add cycle symbols to road and improve signhage (potential LTN), reduce park
with some double yellows

Investigate cycle lanes and/an offroad shared path

Investigate shared path on A41 and/or paratiehe B5065

Add footway and/or parallel ofbad shared path
Addfootway and/or parallel offoad shared path

Provide active travel provision between new developments

Provide active travel provision between new developments

Improve safety at access point and enhance footways and crossing points (cc
raised table)

Add cycle symbols to road and improve sighage (potential LTN), reduce park
with some double yellows

Introduce shared path or cycle lanes to connect teradf path

Enhance paths through Jubilee Park to act as hub for active travel in Whitchu
potentially with mobility hub

Upgrade footway into formalisetharedpath and/or implement cycle lanes

Widen footway to provide shared path (reduce parking with double yellows or
side and maybe residential permits)

Page |23



Shropshire LCWIPAhitchurchAppendix

W.39

W.40

wW.48

W.49
W.51

Cy

CITY SCIENCE
v g decorb atior

delivering decorbonisation

Route through northern residential area (O5) al&ggrton Place Widen footway to providshared path along edge of park away from traffic
connectingnto the hospital (D2) (reduce parking with double yellows on one side and maybe residential permi
Route alondg=gerton Place cthrough tothe town centre Widen footwayto providesharedpath along edge of park away fraraffic

Route alongdighgateand Wrexham Road providing connection throug

residential area (02) Investigate introducing segregated cycle lanes

Route alongsandstone Trail along the Llangollen Canal Upgrade trail and integrate it into tlaestive travel network
Connection to Edgeley along Edgeley Road and connecting into Ash Upgrade existing pathway, limit through traffic

Table3-4: Details of Proposed SchemedhitchurchFollowing a_ocalDesire Line
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This chapter summarises the identification of the walking networkMaikchurch as part ofhe
Shropshire LCWIP. Development of the walking networkusddmn identification d€ore Walking
Zones CWZ} as identified in the main LCWIP report (see Chapter 6). The identification of CWZs
allows walking improvements to be prioritised in areas of higher pedestrian fadtéat there is a

particularly higlconcentration of key destinations.

TheWhitchurchTown Centrénave been identified, based on analysis of key locations of destinations
such as retail facilities, employment areas and transport interchangéhiechurciQkey CWZThis
was also agreed via discussions with key stakeholders\aittitehurchworkshop Figure4-1 below

shows theCWZor Whitchurchalongside key origin and destination points within the town.
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® QOrigin
@ Destination
® Both
Ch&‘s[e, Roaqd ,/,/,/
I/// P
/
I/ b)?)%
/ 0
II
I/
/
[
/
/ Whitchurch®
\ 2
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Wrexham Road \\\\\\ MO@(»
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|

] Contains OS|data © Crown copyright (2021)

Figure4-1: WhitchurchCWz

In order to identify routes botto andwithin the CWZs, a network of preferred walking routes has

been defined foWhitchurchdrawing on an analysis dfd following data:
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1 Key Walking Trip Generater&ccessiility Analysis (se€ection4.1.])
1 Key Walking Routes (s8ection4.1.2

1 Stakeholder Engagement (s&tion4.1.3

1 Walking Route Audits (s&ection4.1.9

The resultingCWZmprovementsare detailed in Sectiod.2

4.1 Core Walking Zone Analysis

4.1.1 Key Walking Trip Generators Accessibility Analysis

Figure4-2 shows the esults of a walking accessibility assessment, categorised by walking journey
time, undertaken forz2 K A i O K dzNJodniea Thigl irodryorates an identification of key trip
generators that can be accessed on foot within-and@ute walk from the isochroneentroid shown

onthe High StreetThis indicates:

9 1ff 2F 2 KAGOKdzZNOKQa NBiaukeRv&koiithaligh Sttedt S+ & | NB 4 7
1 The railway station is within a-bainute walk of theHigh Street

Pockets with no value are where it would take longantBGminutes to walk to. This is seen in areas

with no infrastructure e.g. farmland or other fields you cannot walk across.
/ & /

lley, Brook

Brooklands|

Cheste,. Road

20
gmalorodt ™

Wrexham Road

Catteralslane

Ay

Time Spent Walking from Town Centre

minutes

pEOY1201S |k

Figure4-2: WhitchurchTown Gentre CWZ2ccessibilityAnalysis
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Figure4-3 illustrates the key walking routes within a temnute walk othe centre point(the High
Street) within the WhitchurchCWZ. The key walking route® aategorised using the following
criteria which is contained within the DT Guida(ef, 2017)

1

f
f
f

Primary Walking RouteSuch as busy shopping streets, business areas and main pedestrian
thoroughfares

Secondary WalkinigoutesModerate use routes connecting to primary routes and local centres
Link FootwaysConnecting local access footways through urban areas
Local Access Footwaysiw use footways such as estate roads andeshcs

Figure4-3indicates:

1

The Primary Routes (redutes) through the town centre links up the high street to the railway
station and the hospital

The key Secondary Routes (yellow routes) provide conmethirough residential areas to local
schools

Numerous link and local access footways (blue and purple routes) prowitieatighs within
residential areas and provide access to multiple services
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Figure4-3: WhitchurchTown Gentre CWZ Key Walking Routes
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Similar to the route selection process for the cycling netvsek ChapteB), the key wading routes

have been informed by suggestions from local stakeholders who walk and cycle\&itateidirch

on a regular basién initial survey was circulated to local stakeholder groups to support the evidence
base by capturing their views on netwavide opportunities and constraints for active travel within
Whitchurch.

CdzNIIKSNJ adza3dSaidArizya FyR FSSRolF Ol 2y GKS ARSy
opportunities for walking improvements werelleated through a local workshop. All suggesti

were collated on Miroboard, a snapshot of which is shovigare4-4.

Please pin your scheme suggestions on the map
below for walking improvements in the Whitchurch
Gore Walking Zone

Difficult to
cross

No
enforcement "

Investigate
lines etc.

Look at access
to station

Look at
Station access

Bus transport
interchange
dominated by cars -
difficult to navigate
for walking and
cycling.

There is a housing
scheme to build
houses in Station

Yard with access to - —
Station road and Nl
pedestrian access ' All red phase for Consider for
to Talbot Street peds to cross was alternative route 5

CITY SCIENCE

recently added to station

Figure4-4. StakeholdeFeedback oiwWhitchurchTown Centre

A subsequensite visit, as well asfollow-up survey sent to those stakeholdahat attended the
workshop, enabled validati@and further refinement of the CWZs, key walking routes and proposed
improvements (see Chapt2ffor further detail)

The ease of walkingboth it KS /2 % FNRY GKS (2 ¢y QhitoudhBEOWZS y (i A |
(known as permeability) can be affected by the presence of barriers such as railway lines, rivers and
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7

heavily trafficked routes, thi&i | Y2 6y | &/ NBRSEMONT yidSay a i (KS&

NRdzi SaQ 6KAOK KI @S KAIKSNI LISRSaAGNRIY TFf26a0
A desktop audit, validated by a site visit (undertaktamch 2022 of the existing key pedestrian
routes (including footway provision and condition, crossing points and wayfinding signage) both
the WhitchurchCWZ from the surrounding residential areas gmdughthe WhitchurchCWZ was
undertaken to determine wherenprovements were neededhe audit included a review of footway
provision and condition, the availability of crossing points anefiwdiyng signage. A key focus of the
audit was reviewing the infrastructure for those with mobility impairments. It aldadeat
consideration of historical collision data involving pedestrians.

The Walking Route Assessment Twolided a baseline for existing conditions and identified the
existing barriers antunnel routes (se&igure4-5) when walking both to and within the CWZ. The
results of the audit are shownTrable4-1,2 K A (I O KQixBAd¢\@d a score d6%, farbelow the
minimal provision score of 70% set out by the guidance.

Legend
{1 Core Walking Zone

Barriers & Funnels
=== Barrier
Funnel Route
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fm—
/

/ R~ The railway
J \\\\ Funnel route at line dgtsds d
/, “mang crossing of busy | barrier to the
\ road junction town from the
BN A | east
i Whitchurch \ \\\
Busy roads through the \\ / /
town centre act as < N
barriers from the town ! \\\
centre to residential / \~,._\h \\
areas to the north and F O S /
east \/ \
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~ along singular
i crossing of
0 AR A ~ the railway
_ : ] n::ontains 0S data ? Crown copyright ( Iln.e

Figure4-5: WhitchurchTown CGentre CWZ Barrier & Funnel Analysis
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Principle Performance
Score

Attractivenesgincludes maintenance, fear of crime, traffic noise and
pollution) 5 83%
Comfort(includes condition of footways, footway width, width on stagger
crossings/pedestrian islands/refuges, prevalence of vehicles parked on
footway andgradient of footways) 4 40%
Directnesgincludes footway provision, location of crossings in relation to
desire lines, gaps in traffic, impact of controlled crossings on journey tirr

green man time) 7 70%
Safety(includes traffic volumexaffic speed and visibility) 3 50%
Coherencdincludes provision of dropped kerbs and tactile paving) 0 0%
Total 19 56%

Table4-1: Walking Route Audit Scores for thitchurchCWZz
4.2 Core Walking Zorienprovements

Strategic recommendations for eaClore Walking Zorntgave been based upon the keytcomes of
Sectiod.1above

Tabled-2 andFigure4-6 provide a series of overarching recommendations for improving the walking
environment in theWhitchurch town centreCWZ, categorised by the k&ear Change (2020)
principles ofttractivenessComfort DirectnessSafety& CoherenceAs identified in the main LCWIP
report, these principles are essential requirements for Shropshire Council to meet in order to qualify
for future active travel grant funding from Active Travel England.

The proposd interventions are higkevel and identify concepts for further consideration in the next
stage of design. The interventions identified seek to address the issues and barriers identified in this
chapter. Walking improvement measures for each of the Cavige from minor interventions such

as dropped kerbs to new crossings, footway widening and public realm improvement projects.
Although the proposed interventions focus on the C\Wwizkne with DfT LCWIP guidandkey

provide examples of the types of intentions that can be implemented in other part§\dfitchurch

and countywide.

It is also worth noting that the majority of the cycle schemes proposed in S&ctiprovision for
pedestrians and so also act as walking recommendations. The recommendations proposed below
cover wider area improvements as most of the route specific changes are covered by cycling
proposals above.
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Key Principle \ Strategic Walking Improvemt Recommendations

1
Attractiveness
& Comfort

Directness

Safety T

Coherence

There is 40 minutes of free parking on the High Street and 30p for an hour at t
park by the Green End/Brownlow Street junction. This disincentivises walkir
cycling to the town centre. This needs investigating to disincentivise driving |
High Street whilst maintaining parking for blue badge holders.

Alleyways provide access to the High Street from the multiple car parks behi

shops. Bredwood Arcade is a key route through to the bus station. These route,

be promoted wih improved signage and maintenance to take pedestrians and ¢
off the roads and give more direct routes.

Some spaces could be further utilised to provide safe and direct routes betwe:

town centre and surrounding origins and destinations. Thieslede but are noi

limited to:

0 The green space at Egerton Place: This could be utilised as a hub for activ
As well aproviding safe pedestrian access to the town centre from the hot
estates to the northwest of the B5385 and to Whitchurch @omity Hospital
there is potential tadd amenities such as cycle parking and bike repair sta

0 The Jubilee Park: This provides safe connections into the town centre frg
south.

Station Road: This is also a vital link to the station. Investigate measures to ir

the environment for active travel. This could be by slowing traffic or by removing

residents orstreet parking from this road.

There is a need for more dggarking in the town centre. The High Street entranc

the Civic Centre is an obvious site for this.

The walking environment on and around the High Street feels reasonably sg

comfortable with vehicles traveling at slow speeds. At the edges @\WZ this end

abruptly.

More enforcement of parking restrictions is needed in the town centre, particula

Green End. These parked cars present a barrier to pavement users, part

wheelchair users, and force them into the road.

Banning all matrised vehicles on the High Street, apart from delivery vehicles, v

allow more space for active travel and improve access for mobility scooter use

intermediate measure would be to remove-sineet parking, leaving some for blt
badge holders.

The bus interchange requires improved signage. It is easy to access from tt

Street direction but from Bridgewater Street there is little provision for pedestrie

There are some streets in the CWZ that are too narrow to oféemnaistently safe

LI dSYSyili 6ARIGK® {G alNBQa {dNBSG

destinations should navigate pedestrians around these roads with clear signz

the benefit of vulnerable users.

An improvement to the junction at Bridgewatére®t/Green End/Station Road/Talb

Street is needed as it is currently complex and pedestrians wait a long time to

This improvement could consist of improved road markings to better denote pric

and clearer signage and wayfinding. An assedsmoénsignal timings is als

recommended.

Review of wayfindingparticularly on radial routesy ensure it extends out to mor

remote trip generatorsThis includes but is not limited to:

0 Talbot Street o Smallbrook Rah
0 Station Road 0 Bargates
0 Alport Road 0 London Road

o Wrexham Road

Table4-2: Strategic Walking Improvement Recommendationd/iitchurchTown Gentre CWZ
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Figure4-6: Walking Recommendationgithin Whitchurch
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5 Prioritisation Results

As explained in the Main LCWIP Report, the purpose of the prioritisation process is to help inform
which routes or areas could be considered for further development first. The LCWIP G(idance
2017)a G 6Sa GKIG LINRPLRAaSR a0OKSYSa akKz2dzZ R 0S LINKz
impact on increasing the number of people who choose to walk atelacyttherefore provide the
greatestreturnon i a G YSYy G ®Q LG ta2 ARSYGATASE 20KSNI ¥
opportunities to integrate with wider schemes, should be considered.

The LCWIP Main Report provides further detail onaberaisal approach used to inform the
prioritisation of schemes.

5.1 Top Performing Schemes

Table5-1 shows the top performing schemes Whitchurch a full list of the prioritisation results for
Whitchurchis shown irAppendix: Full Prioritisation Results

The highest performing scheme along Station Road, would enhance the link between the station and
town centre. This would continue to the scheme on Greernaladdhen the High Street. The second
highes scoring scheme was on Claypit Street (Airport Road), suppadieggo the Whitchurch
Community Hospital.

Scheme
Name

Description

Deliverability
Total Score

E
=
(72}
)
°
<}
=

Sustainable Growt|
Objective Total

Route alongStation Roadrom
the railway station to the
Bridgewater  Street/Brownlov
Street junction

W.20 6 75 9 675 45 34 28 62 12

Route alongClaypit Streetand
Alport Road

Route alongSedgeford(B5395)
W.15 between Newport Road an 525 65 6 825 6 32 28 60 26
B5476

Route connecting the towi
W.16 centre (D1) to Staton Roe 6 75 9 75 6 36 24 60 26
alongGreen End

w.01 75 6 8 675 45 33 28 61 20

Route along existing PROW fr¢
W.23 Beech Avenue (02) to Sir Jc 6 6 6 825 6 32 26 58 51
¢ I f 6SEhOAE6)

Route through northerr
residential area (O5) linkir
towards town centre, alont
Talbot Street

Route alongChurch Streetind
Claypit  Street  connectin

W.38 6.75 7 7 675 45 32 26 58 58

w.14 6.75 6 8 75 525 34 24 58 71
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Scheme
Name

£
<
N
Description e
<)
b=

Sustainable Growt|
Objective Total
Deliverability
Total Score

London Road/Brownlow Stre
to the High Street

Route along Bargates froHigh
W.46 Street roundabout to the 525 6 8 825 6 34 24 58 71
Chester Road roundabout

Route through southwestern
W.34 residential area (02) alor 825 6 4 675 6 31 26 57 81
Beech Avenue

Route through northerr
residential area (O5) alor
Egerton Placeconnecting into

the hospital (D2)
Table5-1: TopPerformingSchemes inWhitchurch

W.39 6.75 7 7 75 45 33 24 57 87
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Figure5-1: Top 10 Scoring Schemeshitchurch
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In line with DfT Guidance, this LCWIP considers a prioritised series of network upgrades across a ten
year period.

Future infrastructure improvement schemes have been categorised as follows:

1

Short Term Network Improvements{® years)W v dzA O Wwhicls day Be @elivered relatively
easily with limited local opposition, do not rely on other schemes progressing and could be
delivered within current or already identified forthcoming funding streams available to
Shropshire Council. Schemes can only be oetesgl as Short Term if they are either in the top
100 schemes over the county or have a score within the top 10% for the town they are in.
Medium Term Network Improvementsq8 year3. Schemes thatotentiallyrequiremore than one

round ofconsultatiorbefore progression, and are subject to further feasibility assessment and/or
reliant on some dependency such as another scheme progressing

Long Term (8 10 years)Schemes that are more challenging to deliver due to the need for more

in-depth consultatio, noteworthy scheme engineering feasibility challenges and/or are reliant
on other schemes progressing

Based on the outcomes of the appraisal and prioritisation process, the recommended delivery
timescales for the cycling network aréicated inFigure5-2.

Page |37



Shropshire LCWIPAhitchurchAppendix )

CITY SCIENCE
delivering cecarbonisction

Figure5-2: Prioritised Schemes Whitchurch
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