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SHROPSHIRE FOCUS ON SEND 

 

 
Dear Colleagues,  
 
Welcome to our Autumn 2020 edition of Shropshire’s Focus on SEND newsletter for practitioners in 
Shropshire.  Parent/carers are also very welcome to read the newsletter for their information.   
 
Traditionally September is one of the busiest months of the academic year and this year has been 
no exception. However, this could equally describe any of the past six months as the Covid 
pandemic has presented additional challenges that we could never have planned and has meant 
that we have had to react to events as they have developed.  We recognise it has been a challenging 
time for all settings, staff, pupils and parents as we have all been working and living through 
exceptional times and will continue to do so for the foreseeable future.  
 
I can’t believe we are heading towards October already. Let’s hope some of the sunshine we have 
seen in September continues.  As September is drawing to a close we want to say thank you to all 
staff in educational settings for your hard work and 
dedication in making the return to education so successful 
for our vulnerable children and young people in Shropshire.  
For many children and young people with SEN the return 
to school has been particularly difficult as they have 
struggled to cope with change and uncertainty alongside 
limited access to the support services and therapies that 
they rely on; in addition, many perceive that they have 
missed out on learning and are concerned that they will 
struggle to ‘catch up’. All of this is likely to have contributed 
to heightened levels of anxiety that will require the time and 
patience and skill of all those who work with them.  
 
We hope the return to school is bringing back some routine and normality to children and young 
people’s lives as their provision/support is fully reinstated and they return to learning and socialising 
with their friendship groups again.  
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The SEN Team continue to offer advice and support to all of our settings, families, children/young 
people and partner agencies 0-25.  This is alongside our core work in respect of fulfilling the statutory 
responsibility of the local authority to undertake and co-ordinate the EHC needs assessment 
process; write EHCPs; identify education provision for children and young people with an EHCP; 
undertake any case work in respect of children and young people with an EHCP and ensure that 
EHCPs are kept up to date through the review process.   
 
Since March we have all been working remotely from home to comply with previous government 
guidance to limit the potential spread of coronavirus.  Whilst these working restrictions have now 
been lifted you may have seen in the press that Shirehall will not be reopening as council offices. 
We therefore continue to work remotely for the time-being.  This presents with some challenges as 
you would expect, however we also recognise and welcome the many opportunities that working 
remotely brings. This is particularly the case in Shropshire, a very large rural area and we will 
continue to develop our networking through virtual platforms to facilitate increased contact with our 
schools, education/training settings, families and young people as well as those other professionals 
that we work closely with to support Shropshire children and young people with an EHCP.  
 
Don’t forget to keep your eye on the Coronavirus Information, Local Offer News and Senco 
Spotlight as this is where we post regular updates between newsletters. 
 
Julia Dean, SEND Service Manager, The SEN Team, senteam@shropshire.gov.uk  
 

SEND Updates 

We recently published the open letter from Vicky Ford MP, the Parliamentary-Under Secretary of 
State for Children and Families, to children and young people with special education needs and  
disabilities (SEND), their families and carers and those who work to support them.   
 
The letter outlined expectations with regard to the return to school/college in respect of children and 
young people with SEND. The letter acknowledges that for many children and their families the 
return to school will present difficulties however for those with SEND the return to school is likely to 
be even more challenging. The expectation was that all children will return to school from the start 
of the Autumn term and the letter contains advice and links to further information to support this. 
The letter also contains important information relating to aerosol generating procedures.  Shropshire 
Community Trust will provide the relevant training and advice to schools on this procedure. 
 
School's have been asked to share Vicky Ford’s letter with parents of children with SEN and also 
ensure that the content of the letter is shared with all staff. It is important that leaders review policies, 
protocols and procedures, as appropriate, to support a positive and safe return to school for children 
with SEND.  If you have any concerns with regard to ensuring the safety of children and young 
people with SEN or providing them with appropriate learning opportunities please raise these with 
your school leadership team. 
 
 

http://shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/
https://www.facebook.com/sclocaloffer/
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/education/education-services/the-sen-team/
https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/coronavirus-information/resources-and-support/
https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/news/
https://shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/practitioners/senco-spotlight-news/
https://shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/practitioners/senco-spotlight-news/
mailto:The%20SEN%20Team
mailto:senteam@shropshire.gov.uk
https://shropshire.gov.uk/media/16055/vicky-ford-letter-to-send-sector-02092020.pdf


Issue 9 - Autumn 2020                                                            News, updates and information from the SEN Team 

Shropshire Local Offer:  A single place for services and information relating to SEND. 

Local Offer: http://shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/      

Like us on Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/sclocaloffer/   

Follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop   Page 3 of 25 

SHROPSHIRE FOCUS ON SEND 

 
Changes to SEND legislation 
You may be aware that in May the government made 2 temporary amendments to the legislation 
relating to SEND that made provision for: 
 

 The relaxation of the requirement to put in place the provision as detailed in the EHCP and 
to replace this with the requirement for the LA to work with education settings and other 
providers to use their ‘best endeavours’. 

 The relaxation of the 20 week timescale in respect of EHC needs assessments. 
 
These temporary changes have not be extended and this means that from the start of the Autumn 
term schools/colleges must co-operate with the LA to ensure that provision within the EHCP is put 
in place and that other professionals are supported to work with children where this is a provision 
identified within the EHCP. From the 25 September LAs will be expected to complete EHC needs 
assessments within 20 weeks unless ordinary exemptions (pre-covid) apply. 
 
Visiting professionals 
Shropshire Council is expecting practitioners to resume face to face work with children and young 
people.  
 
Some practitioners may change the way that they work to support remote or blended working that 
is continuing to offer support via online platforms. If this is the case this will be because experience 
from the last 6 months has demonstrated that a different approach may be more appropriate in some 
circumstances. The service should discuss any new ways of working and the reasons behind this 
with schools and families. 
 
Visiting health professionals will be taking appropriate precautions to minimise the spread of Covid 
in accordance with guidance issued by the Department of Health. This may mean that they will be 
utilising remote working where this is appropriate and where face to face visits are required they will 
be wearing specific PPE or requesting that adaptations are in place for them to undertake close 
work with children/young people where this work is on an ongoing or regular basis.  Where this is 
the case further information will be provided by the relevant service. 
 
Risk assessments, prolonged absence and support to return to school 
Where vulnerable children (this includes those with an EHCP and those with a social worker or 
others that are deemed vulnerable according to a school’s own risk assessment process) do not 
return to school as expected, schools will be required to work with the family to support a positive 
return to school. Schools should ensure that the Education Access Team is informed of any such 
absence and that an individual risk assessment is put in place in partnership with other professionals 
that may be involved and in collaboration with parents. The risk assessment should include a plan 
to support individual children to return to school as soon as possible. You can find an updated 
template here: https://shropshire.gov.uk/media/16243/appendix-2-individual-risk-assessment-002-
oct-20.docx 
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Do you have concerns about a child or young person… Whether you think 
a child, young person or family needs some support, or you are worried a 
child might be at risk of abuse or neglect, there is only one number you 
need – 0345 678 9021. From this number you will receive the support you 
need to get the right help at the right time to strengthen families and 
safeguard children. 

 

DfE Guidance Updates 

 

10 September 2020 - The DfE updated Further education (FE) autumn term guidance.  The guidance sets out 
what further education (FE) providers need to know for the autumn term so that students of all ages can benefit 

from their education and training in full. 

8 September 2020 - The DfE updated Guidance for full opening: special schools and other specialist 
settings.  What all special schools and other specialist settings will need to do during the coronavirus (COVID-
19) outbreak from the start of the autumn term to support the return of children and young people with special 

education needs and disability (SEND). 

1 September 2020 - The DfE updated the guidance for parents and carers on what they need to know about 
early years providers, schools and colleges during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. The update provides 

information on school admission appeals, entry tests for selective schools, and exams and assessments in the 
autumn term.  They have also provided further information on the use of face coverings in schools and links to 

online resources that are available to help parents, carers and children with their mental health and wellbeing. 

26 August 2020 - The DfE updated Changes to the law on education, health and care needs assessments and 
plans due to coronavirus.  The minor update is to reflect that the Regulations that were made to provide additional 

flexibility to the Local Authority over the statutory timescales for various EHC needs assessment and plan 
processes will expire on 25 September 2020.  The normal statutory timescales will apply from this date.   

11 August 2020 - The DfE published Transport to school and other places of education: Autumn term 2020.  Part 
A provides guidance for local authorities on managing the capacity of, and demand for, public transport, and 

increasing capacity of both public and dedicated home to school or college services, so that children can travel 
safely to and from school or college.  Part B provides guidance about the provision of dedicated home to school 

or college transport in the autumn term. 

31 July 2020 - The DfE announced that the notice modifying the duty on local authorities to secure or arrange 
the special educational and health care provision specified in children and young people’s EHC plans has now 

expired.  They published a minor update to Changes to the law on education, health and are needs assessments 
and plans due to coronavirus.   

 

http://shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/
https://www.facebook.com/sclocaloffer/
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/coronavirus-information/guidance-and-documents/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-further-education-provision/what-fe-colleges-and-providers-will-need-to-do-from-the-start-of-the-2020-autumn-term
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=2%20September%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=2%20September%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-law-on-education-health-and-care-needs-assessments-and-plans-due-to-coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-law-on-education-health-and-care-needs-assessments-and-plans-due-to-coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transport-to-school-and-other-places-of-education-autumn-term-2020/transport-to-school-and-other-places-of-education-autumn-term-2020#part-b-guidance-for-dedicated-transport-to-schools-and-other-places-of-education-for-autumn-term-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-law-on-education-health-and-care-needs-assessments-and-plans-due-to-coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/changes-to-the-law-on-education-health-and-care-needs-assessments-and-plans-due-to-coronavirus


Issue 9 - Autumn 2020                                                            News, updates and information from the SEN Team 

Shropshire Local Offer:  A single place for services and information relating to SEND. 

Local Offer: http://shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/      

Like us on Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/sclocaloffer/   

Follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop   Page 5 of 25 

SHROPSHIRE FOCUS ON SEND 

 

Local Area SEND Inspection Update  

You will be aware that the Shropshire Local Area 
SEND inspection took place in January 2020. 
Inspectors identified a number of challenges that 
must be overcome to secure necessary 
improvements which will lead to better outcomes for 
Shropshire children and young people with SEND.  
 
The outcome of the inspection is that the Shropshire local area has been requested to produce a 
Written Statement of Action (WSoA) which will focus on the following 6 areas of significant 
concern identified during the Local Area SEND inspection:  
 
1. Inconsistent strategic leadership and weak strategic planning across the area, most notably in 
the CCG, including the ineffective use of data to accurately commission and plan services.  
2. The lack of inclusion of health services’ input into the area’s SEND action plan.  
3. Significant waiting times for large numbers of children and young people on the ASD and ADHD 
diagnostic pathways.  
4. Significant waiting times for those needing assessment and treatment from the speech and 
language therapy service.  
5. Inconsistency in the quality of input from education, health and care into EHC assessment and 
planning.  
6. The high rate of exclusions for children and young people with an EHC plan and the high rate of 
repeat fixed-term exclusions for those receiving SEND support.  
 
Our WSoA identifies those actions that the partnership will take to secure improvements, how we 
will measure our success and what difference we expect our actions to make to the Shropshire 
SEND community. We aim to make this a dynamic process that is responsive to the changing 
needs of the Shropshire SEND Community and we anticipate the need to develop and refine our 
actions as we progress on our journey to secure improvement.  

Work on the WSoA was initially delayed as Ofsted ceased all inspection activity as a result of the 
pandemic. However, the final letter was eventually published on 25th March 2020 and the local 
area was required to submit the WSoA by 25 September 2020. This means that we are now 
awaiting notification from Ofsted/CQC as to whether the WSoA is fit for purpose or requires any 
further amendment. As soon as we receive notification we will share the WSoA with all 
stakeholders and will continue to develop the priorities identified by the inspectors alongside those 
areas that we had already identified as requiring further development within our self-evaluation.  
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SEN Team Staffing Update 

I have been in the SEN Team Manager role for over 3 months 
now and what a strange 3 months it has been! We have tried to 
operate a ‘business as usual’ approach but there is nothing 
‘usual’ about the circumstances and challenges we have been 
presented with. My role is very focussed on the operational day 
to day management of the SEN Team including oversight of 
processes to ensure statutory responsibilities are met in a timely 
way.  I also support the SEND Service Manager, Julia Dean. 
 
From 1st September 2020, we have restructured the areas of 
responsibilities, instead of splitting the workload by year groups 
we are now going to be splitting the workload by region of the 
county; with the exception of Early Years which will remain the 
responsibility of Sue Carroll and Judith Pilkington. Please take a 
look at the SEN Team page on the local offer for more details of 
caseloads.  
 
We have recently welcomed Jackie Cheng, SEN Case Co-ordinator, back from maternity 
leave.  Jackie is now working part-time supporting myself with the Shrewsbury area. We are pleased 
to confirm that Emma Eyles (previous annual review officer) has been appointed as an SEN Case 
Officer and she will be covering the South area of Shropshire.  
 
We have recently welcomed four new members of staff to the SEN Team which brings the team to 
full capacity with no vacancies.  Tracey Newell and Kay Ruby-Wilson have joined us an annual 
review officers. They will enable the Local Authority (LA) to attend an increasing number of Annual 
Reviews and complete the process by amending the Education, Health and Care plans where 
appropriate. Kirsty Sheil and Laura Moules have joined us as Case Co-ordinators.  They are 
responsible for co-ordinating the GSP applications and issuing amended EHCPs following annual 
reviews.  
 
As always, we strive to continually improve our service and further improvements are in progress. I 
would like to thank you all for your support over a difficult period of time. 
 
Samantha Edwards, SEN Team Manager 

SEN Team 

senteam@shropshire.gov.uk 
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SEN Team – Meet the Team  
 

We recently appointed Kirsty and Laura, two new Case Co-ordinators to support the SEN Team. Their role 
involves monitoring the requests inbox, processing graduated support applications and issuing amended 
education health and care plans (EHCPs) following annual reviews. 
 

“Before starting in the SEN Team I was working in an administrative role 
within the NHS. Making the decision to move and to start a new job in the 
middle of the pandemic was a daunting one. Before starting this new role, 
I was concerned that I wouldn’t receive the ‘new starter’ experience, I was 
worried I wouldn’t receive the training I would of if we were working in a 
normal environment and that I wouldn’t create good relationships within my 
team.  

However, as soon as I started I soon realised I had nothing to worry about. 
I was joined by Laura, who was also new to the team and a rota was set 
up for us both to meet our colleagues and receive one to one training, whilst 
staying safe. I have settled in well and have truly enjoyed my first two 
months in this role. I would like to take this opportunity to thank each 
member of the SEN team as they have made me feel very welcome and 
their support has been fantastic.” (Kirsty Sheil)  

 
“It has been unusual time to start 
working for Shropshire Council as I 
am based at home and have had to 
pick up things remotely.  Luckily, 
the whole team are very supportive 
and are always at the end of a 
phone to help with any queries I 
have.” (Laura Moules) 

 
 
 
 
Gemma Breckell’s daughter Millie Mae has taken a keen interest in 
developing her IT skills since mum has been working at home! Millie 
Mae has joined the team as a newsletter baby blogger… Look out 
for Millie Mae in the next issue!  
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Independent Advice Support Service (IASS) 
 

IASS continue to be available to support parents between 10am 
and 4pm, Monday – Friday.  They can be contacted for further 
independent information, advice and support, you can email them 
on; iass@cabshropshire.org.uk  Alternatively, a message can be 
left on 01743 280019. They aim to respond within 3 working days.  
Website https://www.cabshropshire.org.uk/shropshire-iass/  
 
 

Parent/Carer Newsletter 
 

Shropshire Council, the Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) and the Parent and Carer Council 
(PACC) are jointly publishing a Covid-19 SEND Newsletter.  The newsletter aims to provide easy 
access to key information for SEND families during the Covid-19 pandemic, as well as an opportunity 
for parent carers to hear from each other about their experiences.  The latest SEND Newsletter was 
published on 28th August and it is particularly looking at the return to school, and provides key 
information on school transport, which we know is currently a hot topic for the SEND 
community. The next issue will be released in early October, so look out for it on the local offer news 
section.  

 
Education Access Service (EAS) Newsletter  
 
The Education Access Service have recently released their first newsletter which gives lots of 
updates and useful information on: 
 

- Pupil attendance 
- Register codes 
- Elective home education 
- Part-time attendance 
- EWO update  
- Safeguarding  

and more!  
 
You can read the newsletter here: 
https://shropshire.gov.uk/media/16248/education-access-
service-newsletter-issue-1-september-2020.pdf 
 
 
  

 

http://shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/
https://www.facebook.com/sclocaloffer/
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
http://www.cabshropshire.org.uk/shropshire-iass/
mailto:iass@cabshropshire.org.uk
https://www.cabshropshire.org.uk/shropshire-iass/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSHROPSHIRE/bulletins/29c0950
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSHROPSHIRE/bulletins/29c0950
https://shropshire.gov.uk/media/16248/education-access-service-newsletter-issue-1-september-2020.pdf
https://shropshire.gov.uk/media/16248/education-access-service-newsletter-issue-1-september-2020.pdf


Issue 9 - Autumn 2020                                                            News, updates and information from the SEN Team 

Shropshire Local Offer:  A single place for services and information relating to SEND. 

Local Offer: http://shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/      

Like us on Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/sclocaloffer/   

Follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop   Page 9 of 25 

SHROPSHIRE FOCUS ON SEND 

 

Specialist Resourced Provisions – ‘SEN Hubs’ 
 

The SEN hubs that we have established across Shropshire were recognised within the SEND 
Local Area Inspection as a ‘strength’.   

They are doing a great job of meeting the needs of children who require 
more specialist support. 

We currently have 8 hubs up and running, with two new hubs opening from September 2020.   
The new hubs are at: 

 St Lawrence Primary - Church Stretton, and 

 Kinnerley – Primary (KS 1) 

These join our existing hubs at: 

 Kettlemere (Lakelands - Ellesmere) - Secondary 

 Sir John Talbot, Whitchurch - Secondary 

 Whittington - Primary 

 St Andrews, Nesscliffe - Primary 

 Shrewsbury Catholic Cathedral School - Primary 

 St Mary’s Bluecoat, Bridgnorth – Primary 

Our aim has always been to develop further hubs to ensure that we have primary and secondary 
provisions that can be accessed by children across various localities in Shropshire. 

There are a number of other proposed provisions which we were hoping to open in the Autumn term 
with a few others opening later in the 2020/2021 academic year.  The interruptions imposed by the 
current measures to contain the Coronavirus pandemic have delayed progress. We are hoping to 
re-start the process and aim to undertake the consultation process soon.  We will keep you updated. 

If any schools are interested in possibly establishing an SEN hub on their site and would like to 
discuss this further please contact Garry Dean (garry.dean@shropshire.gov.uk) for an informal 
discussion.  

 
 

http://shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/
https://www.facebook.com/sclocaloffer/
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
mailto:garry.dean@shropshire.gov.uk
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.st-margarets.warrington.sch.uk/images/galleries/pictures/sen-logo.gif&imgrefurl=https://www.st-margarets.warrington.sch.uk/sen-local-offer&docid=Fem5e3XnfGekEM&tbnid=a7ioA-u14NvJ1M:&vet=10ahUKEwj94vW-iu_dAhXQaFAKHWfcBMgQMwiJASgxMDE..i&w=502&h=222&bih=773&biw=1600&q=SEN%20school&ved=0ahUKEwj94vW-iu_dAhXQaFAKHWfcBMgQMwiJASgxMDE&iact=mrc&uact=8


Issue 9 - Autumn 2020                                                            News, updates and information from the SEN Team 

Shropshire Local Offer:  A single place for services and information relating to SEND. 

Local Offer: http://shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/      

Like us on Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/sclocaloffer/   

Follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop   Page 10 of 25 
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SEND FREE School Update 
 

We would like to take this opportunity to draw your attention to the Wave 2 Special Free School 
competition that is currently open in Shropshire.  The proposed Free School is for 120 pupils aged 
5-16 with Social Emotional and Mental Health needs including Autistic Spectrum Disorder.  
 
The SEND free school will be located on a seven-hectare site, in the Bowbrook area of west 
Shrewsbury, alongside a new mainstream two form entry primary school.  In a partnership between 
the Department for Education and Shropshire Council, a single contractor has already been secured 
to build both of the schools.  Despite the Covid-19 pandemic, good progress is being made to 
complete the feasibility surveys on the site, to draft the schedules of accommodation for both 
schools, to initiate discussions with planners and highways authorities, and to draft the legal 
agreements required to progress the projects.  The proposals are being scheduled to go to planning 
before the end of the calendar year, with the preferred contractor physically on site early in 
2021.  The planned builds are due for completion for the start of the 2022-23 academic year.  
 
The deadline for proposers to submit applications is the 20th October 2020. For further 
information, please visit https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/doing-business-with-us/current-
opportunities-for-tendering/view-and-apply-for-current-tenders/ 
 
If you would like an informal conversation with regard to the SEND free school please contact me  
Julia Dean, SEND Service Manager, SEN Team, Julia.dean@shropshire.gov.uk, 01743 254563 
or for further information relating to the mainstream primary school you can contact Phil Wilson 
phil.wilson@shropshire.gov.uk, 01743 254344 

Short Breaks (All In) Update 
 

From Monday 14 September, the government requires everyone in the UK to adhere to the ‘Rule of 
Six’ in England, which means that by law, you can only meet socially in groups of up to 6 people 
indoors or outdoors, unless you are gathering as a ‘household’ or ‘support bubble’ which is larger 
than 6. Guidance on hand washing, face masks and social distancing* still apply. The prime minister 
said that where it is not possible to stay 2m apart, people should keep a distance of "one metre plus" 
- this means staying one metre apart, while observing precautions to reduce the risk of transmission. 
 
All in providers will again have to review the nature of their activities again and decide whether and 
how they can comply with this.  We are not aware of any Covid related guidance that says how 
many activities a family can access.  Every family’s circumstances are different. This implies that 
families need to ensure that they continue to comply with national guidance and guidance given by 
All-in providers.   
 
We must all do our part to help avoid a local lockdown in Shropshire.  Keeping children, 
young people and their families safe is still a priority.  We will continue to require providers to 
let us know what their position is and continue to update the COVID All In Update page on the 
Shropshire Local Offer website. 
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Annual Review Update  

The SEN Team has been aware of the need to 
prioritise annual reviews as we have struggled 
to meet our statutory timescales over the last 
year. This has meant that we have not always 
updated EHCPs in a timely way and that 
EHCPs have therefore not always accurately 
reflected the current needs of children and 
young people.  
 
We have put in place some measures to 
improve our performance in this area, including 
additional staff to support with this process. 
Over the summer months the annual review 
paperwork has been amended to ensure that it 
flows better at review meetings in line with the 
EHCP template. You can find the revised 
paperwork on the annual review page of the 
local offer. It does not differ greatly from the 
previous version. However it should be easier 
to follow and will also ensure that actions 
required by the LA can be completed in a more 
timely way to meet statutory deadlines. 
 
Schools/settings have recently been notified of the Annual Reviews that are required to be 
completed over this current academic year – and the LA requires that they are completed within 10 
months of the last review.  The annual review process flowchart explains the process in more detail.  
 

We are also requesting that there is an option to 
join an annual review meeting remotely. This will 
support SEN Officers to attend more meetings 
and will enable greater involvement of other 
practitioners who are involved in working with the 
child/young person and who are required to 
contribute to the annual review. If attendance of 
an SEN Officer is requested then you will need 
to provide the opportunity for the officer to attend 
the meeting using Microsoft Teams. Please 
contact the SEN Team if you require any help.  

 

 

In July 2020, we have been notified that 
124 annual reviews were held for 
Shropshire pupils with an EHCP and 
86% of these were sent in to the LA 
within 14 days of the review meeting. A 
huge thanks to all those schools who 
returned the annual review within the 
statutory time scale. This enables us to 
complete the annual review process 
within the prescribed timeframe.   
 
The Code of Practice states schools 
must prepare and send the report within 
two weeks of the meeting. 
 
‘The school must prepare and send a report of the 
meeting to everyone invited within two weeks of 
the meeting.’ (Section 9.176, Code of Practice) 
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Graduated Support Pathway (GSP) Update 

Prior to submitting a request for GSP funding, schools should demonstrate that they have 
implemented the expectations for SEN Support as detailed in Chapter 6 of the SEND Code of 
Practice.  This will be evidenced through the completion of successive cycles of the graduated 
approach (APDR). Schools will be recording this through their Person Centred Plans (may be known 
by another name, ILP, IEP etc).   

A GSP request needs to include: 

 A GSP request form  

 At least two detailed cycles of the Graduated Approach (APDR) Person Centred Plan, 
outlining what interventions have been implemented, and evaluated to demonstrate what 
impact they have had.  It must include a proposed Person Centred Plan detailing what 
interventions the school would like to implement if the request for GSP funding is 
successful.  This forms the Graduated Support Plan. 

 A costed provision map that identifies the specific support and provision to be implemented 
(including duration and frequency), the cost of this provision.  

 An Individual Behaviour Support Plan (if appropriate) 

More detailed information is available on the GSP page of the local offer and in the Graduated 
Support Pathway (GSP) guidance document. 

 

Year 6 Transfers to Secondary Education  

For your information – Letters have been sent to parents of year 6 pupils regarding transfer to 
secondary education in September 2021, the deadline for applications is 31st October 2020.   
 
We recognise that moving from primary to secondary school is a significant event for all Year 6 
pupils, but for many of our children with special educational needs (SEN) the quality of the transition 
is even more significant. 
 
BEAM have some useful resources: 
 
 Guide for young people moving from primary to secondary school 
 Guide to reducing feelings of anxiety 
 Supporting anxiety in children and young people 

This letter was also sent to schools to share with parents/carers of children in year 6 with an EHCP 
regarding transition arrangements for open evenings/events.  
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SHROPSHIRE FOCUS ON SEND 

Preparing for Adulthood (PFA) Documents 

PFA Transition document: mainstream schools and special schools following a broadly 
mainstream curriculum 

Following feedback from schools, young people and other professionals, the Preparation for 
Adulthood (PFA) document has been amended so that it is more relevant to those children in years 
9 to 11 with an EHCP who access a mainstream curriculum either in a specialist or mainstream 
school.  

These are the two new documents to be used with immediate effect: 

Preparing for Adulthood Guidance 
Preparing for Adulthood Proforma 

The Preparing for Adulthood Proforma has a number of purposes:  

1. To support children with an EHCP to plan the next phase of their education or training.   
2. To support children and their families to identify any additional help that may be required from 

other agencies to support preparation for adulthood. 
3. To ensure that the LA is informed about the college and course that children are planning to 

attend when they leave school so that the LA can ensure that sufficient provision is 
commissioned. 

4. To ensure that the EHCP can be updated at key transition points so that outcomes are 
relevant and meaningful and support the four PFA outcomes: 
 
 Higher education and/or employment  
 Independent living 
 Participating in society 
 Being as healthy as possible in adult life 

 
The PFA transition document should be reviewed regularly throughout the year and must be 
updated prior to the AR. It is expected that the document will be discussed at the annual review and 
must be included in the documentation that is returned to the LA following the annual review 
meeting.   

High aspiration and the right support can be life changing for young people.  The SEND Code of 
Practice is clear that preparation for adulthood from year 9 should be an explicit element of 
conversations with children as they prepare for change and to make decisions regarding their 
future.   

If you have any questions regarding the PFA transition documents please contact the SEN Team 
senteam@shropshire.gov.uk putting ‘PFA document’ in the e-mail subject header. We would also 
be grateful for any further feedback that you or your pupils may have with regard to this document.  
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Educational Psychology Service (EPS) Update 

The Shropshire Educational Psychology Service is continuing to offer the following  support to school 
and families:   
 

1. The EPS has developed an intervention specifically to support our children and young people 
on their return to school. The is called WISH and will be sent to schools shortly. The 
programme is designed to build resilience and develop a sense of hope and positive future.  

 
2. In order to reduce visits to schools and maintain social distancing the EPS will continue to 

offer assessments via consultation with key SENCOs and teaching staff and of course 
parents and the pupil. We will encourage EPs to access information already held on the 
system specifically for statutory work. We are exploring a safe virtual link to gather the voice 
of the child or young person. The final report will contain a caveat “this assessment report 
has been completed using information reported by key teachers and support staff as well as 
parents and pupil voice. It does not include observations of the child or 1:1 assessment”.  
Using technology and apps the EPS is developing increasingly creative ways to assess 
online. 
 

3. The EPS is now visiting schools where this is felt to be necessary and we will follow the 
school’s risk assessment and safety procedures in relation to minimising social contact.  
 

4. The EPS continue to support Annual Reviews if requested via consultation. 
 

5. Critical Incident Support will be available to schools and families in the event of a death. This 
will be delivered via telephone or online. A school visit will take place where school are 
needing a higher level of support.  
 

6. The EPS can also offer advice to teaching staff and parents if they feel anxious. Advice for 
parents and teaching staff is also available to help support our children and young people. 
The EPS will continue to offer consultation advice to the LA as we progress through this 
difficult time.  

 
7. We will offer updates as required and inform schools and parent advice IASS and PACC.  

 
You can find many useful resources on the Local Offer here: Coronavirus Resources & Support 
 
Kind regards 
 

  
 
Poppy Chandler, Principal Educational Psychologist 
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Sensory Inclusion Service (SIS) Update 

As children return to schools in September we are advising for schools NOT to test hearing aid 
systems in schools in the way they did before the lockdown in order to manage issues around social 
distance as well as infection control. We will support settings in their risk assessment of these 
activities and have given advice to schools on this. If schools do wish to check equipment they will 
be risk assessing this themselves.   

We will therefore be asking families to continue testing equipment at home BEFORE children go 
into school each day. This includes FM Systems if they are kept at home to ensure they are working 
BEFORE children go to school. All families should have access to a hearing aid testing kit at home 
and would have been given support in how to check hearing aids and other systems. It will be 
important to carry on checking these daily. If you have items you need (not batteries – see below) 
that are urgent please contact Mark our Technician. If you need support with checking please 
contact your ToD who will be able to give you support by phone / forward documents that illustrate 
how to check. Schools will also have access to their SIS support staff member for advice.  Batteries 
– families are encouraged to get through their GP through their brown books or online 
https://www.sath.nhs.uk/wards-services/az-services/audiology/battery/ 

If you are concerned about how to clean your hearing aid device in light of the current situation ask 
your ToD who will be able to supply you with information from manufacturers. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Severe Speech & Language Impaired Children’s Team 
(SSLIC) Update  
 

The SSLIC Team are currently offering a package of support for children who are on the SSLIC 
caseload.  It will be a combination of face to face interventions and virtual lessons delivered via 
Microsoft Teams. This will probably be on a 2 week rotation, so that resources can be left with the 
class staff 1 week for follow up work throughout the week and to use during the virtual lesson. 
Therefore, a member of the class staff will be required for each session. 

Children with receptive language difficulties, who have been newly referred for teacher assessment 
may receive a block of face to face sessions in order to establish a relationship with the child, as 
this can be difficult to do via a screen. 

Children requiring reassessment may also receive a short block of face to face sessions. 

However, the majority of children will receive the 2 week rotation package. 

If you have any questions, please contact the SSLIC Team. 

Fiona Widger, Specialist Language Teacher, SSLIC Team. 
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Autism West Midlands 

Autism West Midlands are providing five free sessions for parents/carers who want a better 
understanding of their child’s autism and learn about strategies that may help and support them 
(Their child does not need to have an official diagnosis). Please signpost parents to this information. 

 

 
If you need any further details please 

contact  wendyc@autismwestmidlands.org.uk 
 

 

Autism as a Spectrum: What 

autism is and what it isn’t, The 
characteristic features of 
autism, how autism impacts on 

individuals and your autistic 
child. 

Autism and 
communication: What 

communication is, how and why 
we communicate, stages of 
communication, autism and 

communication differences, my 
child’s communication 

differences and strategies that 
may help. 
Autism and Social 

Interaction: What social 
interaction is made up of, some 

of the difficulties some autistic 
children may have with social 
interaction and social 

understanding, your child’s 
social difficulties and strategies 

that may help. 
Autism and Sensory 

Differences: Sensory 
processing, autism and sensory 
differences, my child’s sensory 

differences and strategies that 
may help. 

Autism and 
Behaviour: Reasons for 
behaviour, analysing behaviour, 

arousal curve, meltdowns and 
shut downs, minimising 

behaviours of concern, 

behaviour support plans. 

Booking Information: to book this event please visit the 
eShop: https://shop.autismwestmidlands.org.uk/collections/events/pr

oducts/rising-to-the-challenge-2020-west-midlands-parents-and-
carers-workshops 

http://shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/
https://www.facebook.com/sclocaloffer/
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop
https://www.autismwestmidlands.org.uk/events/
mailto:wendyc@autismwestmidlands.org.uk
https://shop.autismwestmidlands.org.uk/collections/events/products/rising-to-the-challenge-2020-west-midlands-parents-and-carers-workshops
https://shop.autismwestmidlands.org.uk/collections/events/products/rising-to-the-challenge-2020-west-midlands-parents-and-carers-workshops
https://shop.autismwestmidlands.org.uk/collections/events/products/rising-to-the-challenge-2020-west-midlands-parents-and-carers-workshops


Issue 9 - Autumn 2020                                                            News, updates and information from the SEN Team 

Shropshire Local Offer:  A single place for services and information relating to SEND. 

Local Offer: http://shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/      

Like us on Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/sclocaloffer/   

Follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/LocalOfferShrop   Page 17 of 25 

SHROPSHIRE FOCUS ON SEND 

 

Autism West Midlands Conference 2020 

Autism West Midlands annual conference has to be online this year due to COVID-19 restrictions. 
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More information can be found via: 

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/beam/shropshire 

If you have any questions, please contact BEAM via: 

AskBeam@childrenssociety.org.uk 

 

BEAM Resources 

There are a number of useful resources available.  Please signpost parents/carers 
and young people to these resources where you think appropriate. 

 

Well-being resources for young people 

 Guide for coping with social anxiety 
 Guide to reducing feelings of anxiety 
 Guide for coping with anger 
 Guide for young people moving from primary to secondary school 

Well-being guides for parents and carers 

 Responding to reassurance seeking 
 Information and advice to improve sleep 
 Transitions: lockdown and beyond 
 Supporting anxiety in children and young people 
 Talking to your child about Coronavirus 
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Free course – Understanding Trauma 

Shropshire has free and unlimited access to the online ‘Understanding Trauma’ course until March 
2021 (usually £45 each learner) for all professionals with a work-based postcode in Shropshire or 
Telford and Wrekin. 

This is a 13 module course which could take up to 3.75 hours to complete, however it is not 
necessary to complete it in one sitting and is available from the Solihull Approach Parenting website.  

To access the course for free please add in the code 
DARWINPRF 

For any queries or difficulties accessing the course please contact 
Solihull Approach Technical Support, available Mon-Fri 9-5, 
solihull.approach@heartofengland.nhs.uk or call 0121 296 4448 
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Shropshire Local Offer 

The Local Offer content and information continues 
to be updated and improved every week.  

The Local Offer Facebook and Twitter social 
media accounts are updated regularly with news 
and local send events/activities.   

 

The Local Offer Facebook account started off with just 31 

followers and we have recently passed 600! � 

Please make sure that your settings facebook account is 
following the Shropshire Local Offer facebook so we can 
connect with you.  Please let us know if you have any posts / 
information that you would like us to share.  

We will be creating some video content soon on ‘What to 
expect during an annual review’ and ‘Overview of an 
Education and Health Care Plan (EHCP)’. 
 

YouTube 

During our research we found that YouTube was popular amongst 
young people so we plan to launch more video content on the Local 
Offer YouTube channel! Coming soon!   

Promotional Materials  

A range of Shropshire Local Offer promotional materials including posters, postcards, business 
cards, sample marketing photo and posts for school newsletters etc will be coming very soon.   

Feedback 

We welcome your feedback on all areas of the 
Local Offer. Please email all feedback, comments 
and suggestions (negative and positive) and 
Gemma will review every comment to see if any 
improvements can be made and if we can do 
anything better. Please email feedback to: 
local.offer@shropshire.gov.uk 
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SENCo Workload Survey 

In 2018, the National SENCO Workload Survey was launched and received over 1900 responses. The report 

was published in November 2018, with the findings from the follow up survey published in January 2020. 

The reports have been shared with the Department for Education and have influenced the work of 

SENCOs, schools and organisations such as Whole School SEND. 

Now in its third year, Bath Spa University and Nasen are continuing their research into the role of the 

SENCO through the National SENCO Workforce Survey 2020. 

If you are a SENCO, and wish take part, please click on the link below.  The survey takes approximately 10 

minutes to complete and the deadline for your response is 5th October.  

There are two parts to the survey this year: 

 To continue to explore the longer term trends of the SENCO workforce 
 To capture the experiences of SENCOs and schools in response to the COVID-19 pandemic 

https://bathspa.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/sencosurvey 

Many thanks  

The National SENCO Workforce Survey team 
Dr Helen Curran FHEA, Bath Spa University, Tel: 01225 875669, Website www.bathspa.ac.uk 

 

Nasen Membership Update  

From January 2021, Nasen will be making 
membership completely FREE for all 
individuals across the UK.   

The free membership will replace the current tiered model and will provide easy accessibility and 
the flexibility for individuals to personalise their membership support and take it with them throughout 
their career.  Benefits include: 

 Updates from the Whole School SEND Consortium 
 Exclusive online access to nasen Connect magazine 
 Information at your fingertips through a wide bundle of e-communications 
 Access to a comprehensive and new look SEND Gateway 

You can contact Nasen on 01827 311500 or email them at membership@nasen.org.uk  
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FREE Webinar  

Supporting the Emotional Wellbeing of Children and Young People who are ‘Vulnerable’ 
and/or with SEND in Early Years and Childcare Settings: Post COVID-19 Lockdown 

In light of the COVID-19 lockdown, there was a free on-line training 
session held in June to highlight the importance of supporting the 
emotional well-being of children and young people.  The training session 
explores the use of the Leuven Scales to assess children’s well-being 
and highlight the ‘Nurturing Principles’ and the importance of creating a 
safe physical and emotional environment to support their wellbeing. 

The Webinar recording is in now available on the local offer for 
practitioners to watch: https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/media/16224/webinar-parents-carers-
supporting-childrens-emotional-wellbeing-autumn-2020-final-with-recording.pptx 

 

SENCo Network Meetings (Primary/Secondary) 

The SENCo network meetings are an opportunity to network and learn more about the latest 
guidance and share ideas, strategies and resources. Garry Dean will share updates from the SEN 
Team and other relevant services. There are three dates available to attend which will be repeated 
meetings and they are open to both primary and secondary SENCo’s.  
 

Date  Time  Venue 

3 November 2020 1.30pm – 3.30pm Online Event 

10 November 2020 1.30pm - 3.30pm Online Event 

12 November 2020 1.30pm - 3.30pm Online Event 

 

Please book online: https://cpd.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/catalogue/#!eventinstancesearch/*/31/11/2020 

All enquiries please contact University Centre, Shrewsbury, 01743 297168 cpd@chester.ac.uk 
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  SEN Team   
 

 

  Team email address:     

  senteam@shropshire.gov.uk 

 

  Team phone number:    

  01743 254267 

 

  For individual team contact details  

  please see our contacts page on the  

  Shropshire local offer. 

CONTACT US 

If you have any comments/feedback or would like to 

be featured in this newsletter please contact:       
Gemma Breckell, SEN/Local Offer Development Officer                

gemma.breckell@shropshire.gov.uk 

  

https://shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/education/education-services/the-sen-team/
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