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Application	Order	under	Section	53	(2)	of	the	Wildlife	and	Countryside	Act	1981	
for	Modification	of	the	Definitive	Map	
	
Route	name:	 Sparchford	to	Corfton	
Route	Description	 	Old	road	linking	Sparchford	to	Corfton		
Parish	 Diddlebury	
Approx	Grid	Reference	 SO	495	833	generally	north	east	

then	north	west	to	SO	498	847	
	
Evidence	
No	

Document	and	
reference	

Meaning	

1	 Greenwood	1827	 Whole	application	route	clearly	shown	as	
solid	bordered	road	in	the	manner	of	“cross	
roads”	

2	 	Bartholomew’s	
1903,	1920	and	1942	
Shropshire	Sheet	17	
Half	inch	to	the	mile	

Whole	application	route	clearly	shown	as	
uncoloured,	inferior	road	on	all	maps	

3	 Corfton	Tithe	1845	
	IR	30/29/96	

Whole	application	route	shown	as	road	in	the	
manner	of	other	past	roads	and	current	roads.	
No	land	parcel	numbers.	

4	 Railway	Plans	
	DP	434	30	Nov	1863	
Central	Wales	&	
Staffordshire	
Railways	

Application	route	numbered	12	and	15	in	
Book	of	Reference	for	the	Parish	of	
Diddlebury	and	described	as	a	public	highway	
owned	by	the	Board	of	Highways	for	the	
Ludlow	District.		Also	marked	on	the	plan	as	
“from	Sparchford”	and	“to	Corfton”	

5	 OS	Drawings	1827	
Shropshire	Sheet	
200	

Application	route	clearly	shown	as	a	double	
bordered	road	

6	 Inland	revenue	
valuation	map	1910	
IR	132/4/777	

North	end	of	route	shown	as	excluded	(Point	
D	to	point	E)	
	

7	 OS	one	inch	1899	 Entire	application	route	shown	as	roads	of	
varied	quality.	

	
Statement	of	Case	
The	application	route	is	consistently	shown	in	the	manner	of	other	public	routes	
on	Greenwood	1827	OS	1899	and	Bartholomew’s	1903,	1920		and	1942,		maps	
that	were	for	sale	to	the	travelling	public.	Thus	the	inclusion	of	the	application	
route	on	these	maps	indicates	that	it	was	used	by	the	public.		Furthermore,	the	
Tithe	map	shows	the	application	route	in	the	manner	of	other	roads	and	the	land	
making	up	the	route	is	not	numbered	as	in	ownership.	The	original	OS	drawings	
of	1827	also	indicate	a	clear	road	as	does	the	OS	one	inch	1899	map.	
	
The	Deposited	Plan	for	the	Central	Wales	&	Staffordshire	Railways	clearly	marks	
the	route	as	“from	Sparchford”	and	“To	Corfton”	and	it	is	listed	in	the	Book	of	
Reference	as	belonging	to	Ludlow	Highways	Board.	
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The	North	part	of	the	route	is	shown	as	UCR	(unclassified	county	road)	on	the	
Shropshire	Council	Interactive	map	however	it	is	no	longer,	apparently,	
maintained	as	such	since	it	is	not	marked	as	maintained	on	the	FindMyStreet	
website.	Thus	the	status	of	this	route	is	uncertain.		It	is	possible	the	whole	route	
has	Rights	higher	than	Bridleway	(i.e	Restricted	Byway	or	Byway	Open	to	All	
Traffic)	but	this	is	something	that	can	be	determined	by	the	Highway	Authority	
when	considering	this	application.	
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